
                                    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Note ♪ worthy 
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The Director’s Corner 

Hi Chorale!! 

Coming into the fall early seemed to be so very comfortable since we would 

completely concentrate on HOLIDAY - but here we are with a concert in less 

than two weeks. You’ll all agree our music for this concert is enjoyable BUT 

CHALLENGING. If you have own “wood-shedding” to do on some of the pieces 

now is the time to do it.  I think we’ll have a great time at Friendship Village. It 

will be a great warm-up for our December concert. Attendance has been great 

and you’re all stepping up to the plate, and I CAN’T THANK YOU ENOUGH!! It’s 

“crunch time” now, so let’s DO IT!  I’m proud to be your director. 

─ Phil  

─  Phil 
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Little Known Facts 

 

When we listen to music 
that we especially enjoy 
the brain releases 
dopamine, a pleasure 
inducing neurotransmitter.  

♪ 

A 2008 global study of 
classical music fans and 
fans of heavy metal 
discovered similarities 
between the two groups. 
They are both highly 
creative, extremely gentle, 
and confidently self-
assured. 

♪ 

Studies have reported that 
about 40% of musicians 
hear music in their sleep. 
For non-musicians that 
number is only 18%. 

♪ 

A study that reviewed 
more than 400 research 
articles found that 
pleasurable music reduces 
anxiety and boosts the 
immune systems of adults. 

♪ 

One study showed that 
premature babies who 
listened to lullabies 
showed slower heart rates, 
an increased caloric intake, 
and more rapid weight 
gain. 

Manager’s Musings 

Having a long list of donors is every arts group’s dream. As you can see by our 

gift club page, our list is not so long. It is made up of primarily current and past 

Chorale members. My goal this year is to get at least thirty new donors from 

outside of our group. I am thinking that we should be able to get that many 

from our loyal audience. More than 1500 tickets are sold each concert season. 

The board is making plans to ask for donations via email blasts, program 

inserts, and other ideas. Here is how you can help. Please ask your ticket 

buyers, advertisers, friends and relatives if they would like to show their 

appreciation of the good we do with our music by making a gift club donation 

of at least five dollars. They will be listed in the program on the gift club page 

as a supporter of our group in the appropriate level. We are a 501c3 

corporation so donations are tax deductible. Also, check with your employer to 

see if they offer a matching gift or other kind of donation program. 

Thank you for helping to keep the Chorale strong and successful. 

─ Rick Smith 

President’s Ponderings 
 

Hello Chorale members! The fall semester is well underway, and I'd like to 
welcome everyone back for another great season of music and friendship. In 
particular, I'd like to welcome to our 7 new members: Rich Borz, Kate Bunton, 
Beverly Gray, Jessica Kelecava, Jessica McClure, Marilyn Miller, and Marjatta 
Sonderlund. We are very glad to have you join our SHC family, and I am sure 
that as the next few months go by, you will find what a wonderful, warm, and 
fun-loving family it is! 

It's exciting to realize that we are already half-way through the rehearsal 
schedule in preparation for our Christmas concerts. Phil and Skylar have chosen 
a beautiful collection of music for us to sing. Due to everyone's hard work it is 
really starting to come together and we're sounding great. We must all be 
practicing at home with the practice links!! 

Looking forward to seeing you at rehearsal as we all work together to present a 
beautiful Christmas concert to our audiences! 

─ Earla Renckly 

 

“It’s easy to play any musical instrument: all you have to do 

is touch the right key at the right time and the instrument 

will play itself.” — Johann Sebastian Bach 
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Musical Quotes 
 
“After silence, that which 
comes nearest to expressing 
the inexpressible is music.” 
 ― Aldous Huxley 

♪ 

“If I were not a physicist, I 
would probably be a 
musician. I often think in 
music. I live my daydreams in 
music. I see my life in terms 
of music.”  
― Albert Einstein 

♪ 

“Music gives a soul to the 
universe, wings to the mind, 
flight to the imagination and 
life to everything.” 
 ― Plato 

♪ 

“Music, once admitted to the 
soul, becomes a sort of spirit, 
and never dies.”  
― Edward Bulwer-Lytton 

♪ 

“Live your truth. Express your 
love. Share your enthusiasm. 
Take action towards your 
dreams. Walk your talk. 
Dance and sing to your music. 
Embrace your blessings. 
Make today worth 
remembering.” 
 ― Steve Maraboli 

♪ 

“If you cannot teach me to 
fly, teach me to sing.”  
― J.M. Barrie, Peter Pan 

Our Newest Members 

We have recently welcomed seven new 

singers.   Here are brief sketches of their 

backgrounds. 

Jessica McClure, First Alto 

Jessica learned of the Chorale from former member Burton Roberts, her boss 
at Extended Day Services, as well as from choir member Sue Mazur, who works 
with Burt. 

Jessica has been singing since she could talk.  She began ensemble singing in 
her high school choir and then continued as a music education major at 
Duquesne University, where she sang with the Mary Pappert Women’s 
Chorale.  Jessica then transferred to Washington and Jefferson University, 
where she joined their general choir and qualified for the more prestigious 
W&J Camerata Singers. At W & J she earned her BA in music with a focus on 
voice.  

Jessica’s most memorable musical experience took place early on, when, in her 
own words, “I finally found where my voice falls.”  For a long time, she couldn’t 
determine which music genre best suited her.  Finally, her mother talked her 
into taking lessons from a voice teacher who specialized in classical music. 
She stated that as a teenager, you think the stereotype of opera:  It is boring.  
Her teacher, passionate about the genre, made learning opera and its various 
story lines fun.  “When I went there,” she reminisces, “it came so naturally.  It 
was the best feeling ever to find where my voice sat.”   

Kate Bunton, First Soprano 

Kate was introduced to the choir by members Mary Ann Julkowski and Mary 
Ann Campbell, who sing with her in the choir of St. Benedict the Abbot in 
McMurray. 

Kate began singing in her Catholic school choir and continued to participate 
in high school choir. At Siena College in Albany, New York, she took singing 
classes as well.  After a long break raising her family, Kate took up singing 
again in 2005 when she joined the choir at St. Benedict the Abbot. She 
began taking private lessons in 2011 after she was asked to cantor in church. 

A special memory for Kate was singing with her mother at her cousin’s 
wedding. They performed “Taste and See,” Psalm 34 by James Moore, 
which brought the guests to tears.  In Kate’s words, “Singing is therapy.” 
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Other Little Known 

Facts 

The world’s most expensive 
guitar picks cost $5,000 a pair.  
The 2007 Starpics are made 
from meteors that are 4 billion 
years old.  

♪ 

Neil Diamond’s middle name is 
Leslie. 

♪ 

Michael Jackson was only 5 
years old when he first 
performed with his siblings as 
the Jackson 5.  They were paid 
only $8, but the audience threw 
more than $100 on the stage for 
them. 

♪ 

Mozart composed over 600 
pieces of music including his 
first symphony at age 8 and his 
first opera at 11.  

♪ 

The oldest known musical 
instrument is a set of bone 
flutes excavated from 
Geißenklösterle Cave in the 
Swabian Jura of southern 
Germany.  They have been 
dated between 42,000 and 
43,00 years old. 

♪ 

The tension of the 230 strings in 
a grand piano exert a combined 
force of 20 tons on the iron 
frame. 

Jessica Kelecava, First Alto 

First soprano Jessica Kelecava had been a member of the Westmoreland 
Choral Society. When she moved to Mount Lebanon she began searching 
online for a choir in the South Hills. Monday nights worked for her, and 
the South Hills Chorale seemed like a perfect fit. So, maybe our new 
website is paying off already! 

Jessica loved to sing as a young child. In fourth grade she joined the 
Young Voices of Colorado Choir and continued to perform with them 
through ninth grade. The group gave her the opportunity to sing all over 
Colorado as well as in England. She was also a member of a chamber 
choir in high school and a concert choir at Sterling College in Kansas. 
Upon graduation in 2008, Jessica moved to Pittsburgh to enter the 
Pittsburgh seminary and sang with their choir for a year. Next, she 
moved to Greensburg, and after taking some time off from singing, she 
joined the Westmoreland Choral Society. Then it was on to Mount 
Lebanon, and here she is! 

The first of Jessica’s fond memories was singing “The Irish Blessing,” a 
song they sang to conclude every high school concert.  Alumni would 
come back to stand and sing with them. The Young Voices of Colorado 
had the same tradition with another song taken from a poem that was 
written on the walls a Holocaust concentration camp. 

A second memory was a trip to Italy with Jessica’s high school choir. 
When taking a tour of the Baptistery of St. John near the Tower of Pisa, 
they marveled at a big globe-shaped marble room famous for its 
acoustics. The director had them form a circle and start singing in an 
impromptu mini-concert.  

Finally, Jessica also sang with her high school choir at Ground Zero in 
January, 2002, in the memorial service a year after the terrorist attack in 
New York City. Among the remaining wreckage, they sang the “Star-
Spangled Banner.” She still gets chills recalling these performances. 

Marilyn Miller, First Alto  

Marilyn learned of the Chorale from Cindy Higgins, a former Chorale 
member. She and Cindy grew up together in Bethel Park and attended IUP 
together. 

Marilyn sang in school choirs through elementary, junior high, and senior 
high school. She performed in multiple musicals, including Hello Dolly and 
Camelot as a chorus member and co-captain dancer. 

Her most vivid musical memories were the musicals—the overall 
performance and the friendships that developed. Simply put, she expressed 
what many of us feel: “I just like performing.” 
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Quick ♪ Notes 

The British poet Walter de la Mare 
wrote more than 93 poems. 
“Winter” has several musical 
versions. He is best known for his 
short stories and novels which are 
imaginative and frequently focus 
on the supernatural. Even his most 
popular poem, “The Listeners,” is 
full of nighttime phantoms and 
ghostly imagery.   

♪ 
Our song “This Christmastide” has 
the subtitle “Jessye’s Carol.” It 
was composed for operatic 
superstar Jessye Norman in 1987. 

   Before she performed regularly 
in the United States, Georgia-born 
Norman spent the first decade of 
her career in Europe building a 
reputation in both German and 
Italian opera.  She was so widely 
respected that she was invited to 
sing the French national anthem, 
La Marseillaise, in Paris as part of 
the celebration of the 200th 
anniversary of the French 
Revolution.  On March 11, 2002 
she sang America the Beautiful as 
part of the memorial service at the 
site of the former World Trade 
Center.  In April, 2018 she was 
awarded the Glen Gould Prize for 
her contribution to the arts. 

♪ 
Because they considered the 
celebration of Christmas as a 
pagan-inspired event, in 1647 the 
Puritan-led English Parliament 
banned the celebration replacing 
it with a day of fasting.  This led to 
protests in many cities.  The 
restoration of King Charles II in 
1660 ended the ban. 

Richard (Rick) Borz, Tenor  

Rick, a life-long musician, heard about the Chorale from fellow tenor 
Gary Baughman.  The two sang together in the University of Pittsburgh 
Men’s Glee Club and have kept in touch since then. 

Rick plays both the guitar and drums and still performs occasionally in 
local stage bands.  He sang with the Char Valley singers for 15 years in 
the 80s and 90s and still performs in small groups and his church choir. 

His most memorable singing experience occurred with the college 
Glee Club on their European tour.  Their performance in Paris was 
heard by a priest from Notre-Dame de Paris.  He was so impressed he 
invited them to perform for a high Mass in the cathedral.  Rick said 
that their a capella performance in this sacred space was one of his 
most thrilling reminiscences.   

Beverly Gray, Second Soprano 

Beverly learned of the Chorale from her Facebook friend and former 
Chorale member Sarah Holliday and from Fred Barnes and Janet Trombetta, 
fellow Southminster Presbyterian Church members. 

Beverly played the clarinet through elementary, junior high, and senior high 
school and was a member of her high school chorus. Getting married and 
raising her children compelled Beverly to take a break from musical 
endeavors. Eventually, she took private voice lessons, which led her to earn 
a spot in the Bach Choir in 2000. She spent five nonconsecutive years with 
the Choir until her job as a yoga instructor took precedence over Tuesday 
night rehearsals. 

Beverly cherishes two musical memories. One was competing in a high 
school regional band. The rigor of that experience was gratifying. The other 
took place in 2015 when she sang Handel’s Messiah with the Bach Choir at 
the Hunt Armory, a Pittsburgh historic landmark. Beverly felt honored to 
sing among the tanks and other military displays of that unique venue. 
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More Little Known Facts 

♪ 
Paul McCartney’s  song “Yesterday” is 
the most covered song of all time. He 
came up with the melody first and 
used dummy lyrics called “Scrambled 
Eggs” to fill in temporarily.  

Ed note: I can imagine the first line, “Eggs 
today, that’s all I had to eat Friday.” 

♪ 
The first CD pressed in the US was 
Bruce Springsteen’s “Born In The 
USA.” 

♪ 
Elton John’s real name is Reg Dwight. 

♪ 
Barry Manilow did not write the song, 
“I Write all the Songs the Whole 
World Sings”.  It was composed by 
Bruce Johnston, former member of 
the Beach Boys. The song won the 
Grammy Award in 1977 and has been 
recorded by more than 200 artists 
including Frank Sinatra. 

♪ 
During the US invasion of Panama in 
1989, the US military blasted AC/DC 
songs at General Noriega’s residence 
for 48 hours straight.  He surrendered 
soon after. 

♪ 
Music was an Olympic event from 
1912 to 1948 in the category Art 
Competitions.  Polish composer 
Zbigniew Turski won the last gold for 
his Olympic Symphony. 

Notes of the Weird and Strange 

The longest piece of music is John Cage’s ORGAN2/ASLAP (As SLow As 
Possible).  It is expected to take 639 years to complete the ongoing 
performance in Halberstadt, Germany. The piece started on 
September 5, 2001, but the first note was not played until February 5, 
2003 - a single chord lasting until July 5, 2005.  The next chord began 
on January 5, 2006 and ended on July 5, 2008.  The last note change 
started on October 5, 2013.  The next change will occur in 2020. 

If you are impatient and want to hear the whole eight-page piece, you 
could probably retain an organist, but be prepared to have food, drink, 
and personal care facilities available.  Speedy early performances have 
lasted anywhere from nine to 24 hours.  

Marjatta Soderlund, Second Soprano 

Clothing designer Marjatta Soderlund used Joni Mauer (Second Alto) as 

a fit model for her fit development when she worked in California. They 

have kept in touch over the years, and when Marjatta moved to 

Pittsburgh, Joni told her about the Chorale. 

Marjatta was born and raised in Finland where she sang in the school 

choir. She moved to the United States when she was 26. While living in 

Atlanta she joined the Scandinavian Festival Choir that performed the 

Finnish, Norwegian, Swedish, Danish, American, and Icelandic national 

anthems and some folk songs in their annual concert.  For the joy of 

singing and learning Marjatta took voice lessons at the University of 

West Georgia and at the Sweetwater Arts Center in Sewickley.  Her 

teacher suggested that joining a choir would be a natural next step.  So, 

here she is. 

Marjatta’s fondest memory is singing to her newborn brother when she 

was ten years old.  Every day she would sing the same Finnish march to 

him over and over.  Her mother told her that this is when she learned to 

sing.  To this day he still has an odd attachment to that march.  It begins 

every family gathering, big or small. 
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PUNishing Notes 

My friends and I are in a band 
called Duvet.  

It is a cover band. 

♪ 

What kind of music are balloons 
afraid of? 

Pop music 

♪ 
Which composer likes tea the 
most? 

Chai-kovski. 

♪ 

What’s an avocado’s favorite 
music? 

Guac ‘n’ roll 

♪ 

What do you get when you drop a 
piano down a mineshaft? 

A-flat minor. 

♪ 

A musician told me that he was 
going to hit me with the neck of his 
guitar. 

I replied, “Is that a fret?” 

♪ 

Why shouldn’t you let kids watch 
big band performances on TV? 

Too much sax and violins. 

♪ 

What is the musical part of a snake? 

The scales. 

The Chorale’s Unsung 

Heroine 

Fran Kayatin, First Alto, has been a Chorale member for 17 years 
and is currently this group’s section leader. Her special contribution 
to the Chorale is her voluntary work conducting sectional rehearsals 
that have been invaluable for polishing our performances.  Fran 
learned about the Chorale from Sue Mazur and Sue Bertenthal who 
told her that we would be a great way to use her life-long musical 
talents outside of her work as a school music teacher and choral 
director. 

Fran has had a life-long love of music.  She sang in, and was the 
accompanist for, the chorus in high school.  Her talent as a pianist 
began when her older sister would not practice the instrument.  
Fran’s mother told Fran that if her sister wasn’t going to study then 
Fran was going to take her place. 

She attended Indiana University of Pennsylvania to major in music 
education.  While there she sang in the I-Uppers, a group that 
performed 70’s folk music including songs by Simon and Garfunkel 
and Neil Young.  Some years after graduation she returned for an 
alumni concert where she met Sue Mazur who was currently 
singing with the group. 

After graduation, Fran began her musical teaching career in the 
Upper St. Clair school district where she worked for 12 years in 
elementary school and 23 years at Boyce Middle School.  Her love 
of music and commitment to helping children develop their talents 
is clear as she talked about the joy she took, and continues to take, 
in helping people perform at their best.  In addition, she sings in the 
choir at St. Louise de Marillac.  

Fran’s favorite musical moments are opportunities to teach, sing, 
and perform.  While she has never been a soloist, she especially 
enjoys small-group singing and, in the past, has delighted Chorale 
audiences performing duets and trios with other members of our 
group. 

One amusing note - when she was in I-Uppers someone thought 
that it would be fun to have small-statured Fran play the double 
bass, so she learned this giant instrument. Later, at her wedding, 
she got out a bass and played it in her wedding gown twirling the 
instrument like a giant dancing partner. 



 
 

Note♪worthy       Page 8 

 

 

 

Encourage donors to support the Chorale Gift Club. 
Category Giving Level Complimentary 

Tickets 

Platinum Circle $1,000 and above 6 

Gold Circle $500.00 to $999.00 4 

Silver Circle $200.00 to $499.00 2 

Bronze Circle $100.00 to $199.00  

Patron $50.00 to $99.00  

Sponsor $25.00 to $49.00  

Booster $1.00 to $24.00  

Memorials and Honors Memorial donations can be made in any amount 
(the amount will not be noted in the program.) 
Complimentary tickets for memorial gifts will 
match the listing above. 

Employer Matching Gifts Check with your employer about matching gift 
donations. 

 

A Reminder 

Also Remember!! 
 

Use Amazon Smile to support the Chorale. 
 

 Log in to Smile.Amazon.com on your computer using your current user 
name and password. 
 

 In the box labeled “Or pick your own charitable organization” enter South 
Hills Chorale and then click on the Search button.  You will see South Hills 
Chorale Inc. listed. 
 

 Click on the Select button. The Chorale will be your permanent charity 
whenever you make a purchase from Amazon Smile. We will get 0.5% of 
the purchase price. 
 

 Finally, order as you normally would from this site.  There may be some 
purchase restrictions. 

 
Be sure to pass this information on to family and friends so we can get maximum 
benefit for the Chorale.  


