
                                    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Note ♪ worthy 
The newsletter of the South Hills Chorale 

Fall, 2017 
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THE HOLIDAY SEASON HAS BEGUN! And we are preparing an exciting musical 

treat for patrons of South Hills Chorale. It’s hard for me to believe that this is 

the sixth year I have prepared this concert with you. Our repertoire is 

exceptionally exciting and contains a huge variety of music to enhance 

everyone’s celebration of this season. I thank you in advance for your hard 

work in preparing a concert of challenging music and especially thank Fran 

for leading sectionals to solidify your own work.  

Thanks are also due to the Board and staff members, who, with their 

generosity, have made it possible to keep our progress in musical excellence 

moving in an upward direction. Of course, thanks go to all of you in making 

Monday evening rehearsals your number ONE priority. It’s all up to you to 

share this concert with your family, friends, and neighbors knowing how 

exciting it is to fill the Sanctuary of Westminster Church. The honor of being 

your director is awesome for me especially when I get to work with the 

musical talents of colleagues like Nancy and Skylar. My goal, always, is to 

bring out the finest in choral richness while having a good time with your chorale 

family.  

IT’S AN EXCITING SEASON - IT’S MORE EXCITING TO WORK WITH YOU ALL!! 

    Phil.   

The Director’s Corner 

Don’t practice until you get it right.  Practice until you can’t 
get it wrong.  -  Anonymous
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Musical Humor 

#1 

Q: What is 

Beethoven’s favorite 

fruit? 

A:  BA-NA-NA-NAAA 

∞ 

Q:  Why didn’t Handel 

go shopping? 

A: Because he was 

Baroque 

∞ 

Q: How do you fix a 

brass instrument? 

A: With a tuba glue 

∞ 

Q: How do you know 

when singers are at 

your door? 

A: They can’t find the 

key and don’t know 

when to come in” 

∞ 

Q:  Why did the pirate 

buy a Pavarotti 

album? 

A: Because he loved 

the high Cs” 

The only thing better than singing is more singing. 

Ella Fitzgerald 

President’s Ponderings 
The first thing I would like to say is how honored I am to be president of 
the South Hills Chorale this 2017/2018 year.  It's been a great 
opportunity to see the behind the scenes work that the board handles 
so professionally.  It's a terrific group of people to know and work with.   
 
As I thought about singing in the Chorale, a couple things came to mind. 
First are the wonderful friendships I have made and the joy of singing 
all in one.  I love our large concerts, but the one that really touches my 
heart is singing at Kane Hospital. These residents get so much joy from 
that one hour of our singing, but I truly believe we are blessed even 
more.  
 
If you've checked your calendar lately, we are seven Mondays away 
from singing our hearts out.  So let's sing “Hi Ho the Holly” with robust 
joy and remember how blessed we are. 

JoAnn Craft 
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Musical Quotes 
 

Dear music, thanks for 
always clearing my head, 
healing my heart, and 
lifting my spirits. 
 - Lori Deschene  
 
Rock n roll might not 
solve your problems, but 
it does let you dance all 
over them. 
- Pete Townsend 
 
Without music life would 
be an error. 
-Fredrich Nietzche 
 
Singing in the shower is 
all fun and games until 
you get shampoo in your 
mouth, then it just 
becomes a soap opera. 
-Unknown 
 
The only love affair I have 
ever had is with music. 
-Maurice Ravel 
 
So long as the human 
spirit thrives on this 
planet, music in some 
living form will 
accompany and sustain it. 
-Aaron Copland 
 
One good thing about 
music, when it hits you, 
you feel no pain. 
-Bob Marley 
 
Music melts all the 
separate parts of our 
bodies together. 
-Anais Nin 

Our Newest Members 

This fall we welcomed three singers.   
Here are brief sketches of their 
backgrounds. 

Dawn and Steven Pustay 
 

First alto Dawn Pustay actually learned about the chorale from her 
husband Steven, who just returned to the choir after a 15-year hiatus.  
She was further nudged to join by Fran Kayatin, who sings with her in a 
contemporary choir at St. Benedict the Abbot in McMurray. 
 
In her early years Dawn played clarinet, various other woodwind 
instruments, and classical guitar.  She was also a member of the Richland 
High School marching band in Gibsonia.  Later on, she took a year of 
piano lessons from her son’s teacher. On the vocal side, Dawn sang with 
her senior troop in high school,  “The Singing Troop.” They sang four-part 
barbershop harmony, including lots of Beach Boys music. 
 
Inspired by her band director, a challenging and amazing leader, Dawn’s 
fondest musical memories are performing in the Richland High School 
Marching Band at band concerts and festivals throughout high school. 
 
Steven Pustay (Bass) was introduced to the Chorale by Bill Groll in 1999 

and sang with us for several years until family commitments took 

precedence. Following Bill’s renewed persistence, and the urging of his 

wife, he rejoined the choir after a 15-year hiatus. 

Steven began his musical career singing and dancing with the Junior 

Tamburitzans of Greensburg when he was eight years old. He also sang in 

multiple school choruses, ensembles, and plays, including musicals in 

which he occasionally played the male lead. Later, in Cincinnati, Steven 

performed with church guitar groups, singing at his church’s Masses.  

Most recently, Steven has sung with St. Benedict the Abbot 

Contemporary Choir in McMurray and has performed in various Passion 

plays. 

Steven’s most memorable musical experience took place when he was in 

6th grade. Touring elementary schools with five other students, he 

played the part of Snoopy in the musical You’re a Good Man, Charlie 

Brown. Perhaps if you ask nicely, he’ll sing you a few bars of Snoopy’s 

number, “Suppertime.”   
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Little Known Facts 

The carol “Patapan” was written by 
the Burgundian composer Bernard 
de La Monnoye and first published in 
1720.  His title was “Guillo, Pran Ton 
Tamborin” or “Willie, Bring Your 
Little Drum”.  

∞ 

The word “noel” was probably 
derived from old French nael (birth) 
and goes back to the Latin word 
natalis meaning either “birthday” or 
something relating to birth.  The 
earliest known English use of noel 
was in a 13th century Christmas 
motet “Nova Vobis Gaudia.” 

∞ 

“Here We Come A-Caroling” or “A-
Wassailing” refers to the British 
tradition of singing carols door to 
door wishing good health to the 
occupants.  Traditionally the home 
owner would reward the singers 
with some grog from the wassail 
bowl, some coins, or a bit of meat 
pie. 

∞ 

Clement Moore did not claim credit 
for composing the poem “A Visit 
from St. Nicholas” (A Night Before 
Christmas) until four years after it 
was published in 1823.  Moore was a 
biblical and classical studies scholar 
as well as being a poet.  His wife 
Catherine died in 1830 leaving him 
to care for their seven children 
between the ages of three and 
fifteen.  He was a well known  
scholar and philanthropist donating 
much time and money to his church. 

Anita Spano, Second Soprano 

Earlier this year, Carol Stasik invited Anita Spano to our 

spring concert and the rest is history. You can see Anita 

every Monday, singing in the second soprano section. 

A few years ago, Anita composed a diverse “bucket list,” 
but the first two items were: The first was to learn to play 
the piano. The second was to travel to Italy.  She had 
always wanted to learn the piano and thought, “Well, even 
though I’m no spring chicken, what’s stopping me from 
taking lessons now? Nothing . . . except fear.” She 
mustered the courage and finally took the first step. In 
Anita’s words, piano lessons “led to taking voice lessons, 
which led to auditioning for a part in a dinner theatre 
show, which led to me starting a small theatre company, 
Retro Red Productions.” How’s that for a success story! 

Anita has experienced many memorable musical 
experiences, but the one that stands out most is Retro 
Red’s production of Godspell in 2015.  She reminisces, “We 
built a beautiful city. Yes, we did. A beautiful city. Not a city 
of angels, but, finally, a city of man.” 

By the way, she did get to Italy. Next on the bucket list? 

BETELEHEMU HINT 
Our music for Betelehemu is not well marked for the repeats.  The 
markings are shown for only the soprano and piano lines.  I have 
marked the repeats in pencil.  Here is what I have done for 
measures 26 and 27 on page 5 to better see the repeats.  I did the 
same for measures 39 and 40 on pages 6 and 7. 
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Noteworthy on Notes 

Musical notation faces two challenges: how to indicate pitch and how to 

show the duration of a note.  The most ancient example dates from 

about 2000 BCE in a cuneiform tablet found in Sumer, today’s Iraq. The 

earliest known complete musical song with lyrics is the Seikilos Epitaph 

found on a tombstone in Turkey dated from the 1st century AD. 

The system of today’s European notation falls into three loose time 

frames.  The earliest was developed by the Roman philosopher 

Boethius.  It placed letters (A B C D) over syllables to indicate pitch, and 

continued for the entire alphabet.  This system was simplified during 

Pope Gregory’s tenure using only the first seven letters of the alphabet: 

A B C D E F G and then switching to lower case, a b c d e f g, as the pitch 

increased.  This system did not give a clear indication of the length of 

the note. 

The second period came later when a complex system, called Neumes, 

was developed around the ninth century. European monks in 

monasteries used it as a memory tool to ensure that their liturgical 

chants were similar over time and different locations.  Neumes 

consisted of shapes to indicate pitch, but not necessarily rhythm.  By the 

11th century this system began to look like the familiar notation we see 

today.  The major addition was the bar lines to help identify an exact 

relationship between the pitches. 

 

The third period saw the development of our current notational system.  

It began with the Italian Benedictine monk Guido d’Arezzo who invented 

both staff system used today and the ut-re-mi-fa-so-la syllable system as 

a teaching technique.  In the 13th century Franco of Cologne, in a famous 

treatise Ars cantus mensurabilis, recommended that the notes 

themselves should indicate lengths.  By the 15th century white notes 

were introduced to indicate notes of longer duration and solid colored 

notes for shorter notes.  By the 17th century bar lines became 

commonplace. 

Our current notational system became pretty much standardized by the 

early 18th century.  Yet other versions remain as any shaped note singer 

knows. 

Misheard Lyrics 
 

“Frosty the Snowman” 
With a corncob pipe and a 

butt and a nose. 

∞ 

“Grandma Got Run Over 

by a Reindeer” 

Grandma got run over by a 

reindeer walking from the 

outhouse Christmas Eve. 

∞ 

 “Deck the Halls” 

Deck the halls with bras of 

holly… 

∞ 

“All I Want for Christmas” 

Take back the Harley and 

mistletoe… 

∞ 

“Silent Night” 

Round John Virgin, mother 

and child… 

∞ 

“Jingle Bells” 

Bells on cocktail rings… 

∞ 

“Joy to the World” 

And makes the nation’s 

prudes… 
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“Personent Hodie” 
“Personent hodie” is an old Christmas carol.  The earliest 
version is found in a Finnish song book published in 1582, 
so it is undoubtedly an older song.  A similar melody exists 
in a 1360 German manuscript.  It is believed that the Latin 
text is a parody of an earlier song written in honor of Saint 
Nicolas, the patron saint of Russia, sailors, and children. 
The translation of our Latin version is 
 
Personent hodie   (Let resound today) 
Voces puerulae    (the voices of children, 
Laudantes iucunde   (joyfully praising) 
Qui nobis est natus,   ([Him] who is born to us) 
Summo Deo datus   (given by most high God) 
Ideo, Gloria in excelsis Deo.  (Therefore, glory to God in 

the highest.) 
 
Our second verse is a VERY LOOSE paraphrase of the 
original text, while our third verse more closely 
approximates the original lyrics. 

Interesting Stuff 

“Silent Night” has an interesting 

history.  A traveling band of actors 

was to perform a play depicting 

Christ’s birth in the small Austrian 

town Oberndorf on December 23, 

1818.  Apparently mice had eaten 

through important parts of the St. 

Nicholas’ church organ making it 

inoperable, and the actors were 

forced to perform in a private home. 

On his way home after the 

performance assistant pastor Josef 

Mohr recalled a poem he had 

written years earlier about angels 

coming to earth.  He asked church 

organist, Franz Gruber, to compose 

a melody for the lyrics.  In two hours 

he completed the tune for guitar.  

Mohr and Gruber sang the carol 

that evening at the evening’s 

Christmas service accompanied by 

the guitar. 

Weeks later, Karl Mauracher came 

to fix the organ.  He was so 

impressed by the carol that he took 

it home where two families of 

singers added the song to their 

Christmas repertoire.  They spread 

the song throughout Germany. 

When King Frederick William IV 

heard it he ordered it to be sung 

every Christmas ensuring its fame.   

The English translation was 

completed in 1863. “Silent Night” is 

now sung in more than 300 

languages and was declared an 

intangible cultural heritage by 

UNESCO in 2011. 



 
 

Note♪worthy       Page 7 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Quotes from 

John Lennon 

 

"Life is what happens while you 

are busy making other plans." 

"As usual, there is a great 

woman behind every idiot." 

"Before Elvis there was 

nothing." 

"Love is blind." 

"A dream you dream alone is 

only a dream. A dream you 

dream together is reality." 

"If everyone demanded peace 

instead of another television 

set, then there'd be peace." 

 

“I believe in everything until it's 
disproved. So I believe in 
fairies, the myths, dragons. It 
all exists, even if it's in your 
mind. Who's to say that 
dreams and nightmares aren't 
as real as the here and now?” 
 
“I believe time wounds all 
heels.” 
 

“All you need is love.” 

 

“It doesn't matter how long my 
hair is or what colour my skin is 
or whether I'm a woman or a 
man.” 

The Chorale’s Unsung 

Heroine 

Second Soprano Sue Mazur is the outgoing Chorale Board Secretary. 

She and her husband Jeff, King of the Joy Books,  have been singing 

with the Chorale for 28 years. She has been active with us as a 

singer, section leader, and Membership Chair.  As Board Secretary 

she was responsible for documenting the activities of the monthly 

board meetings.  Her highly detailed, accurate minutes were 

essential for documenting the group’s deliberations and decisions. 

Sue and Jeff both came from musical families and have an extensive 

musical background.  She has been a singer all of her life.  She sang in 

the Upper St. Clair high school choir and was a member of the 

Indiana University traveling choir.   

Sue and Jeff met when she was 18 while she worked as a counselor 

at Deer Valley Camp in Somerset County.  Jeff’s family, an 

accomplished group of musicians, were regulars at the camp. One 

summer Jeff came with the group and Sue was immediately smitten.  

They hit it off quickly, and when her current boyfriend proposed she 

turned him down knowing that Jeff was the one. 

Sue went to college at Indiana University of Pennsylvanis while Jeff 

was enrolled at the University of Pittsburgh, Johnstown.  Since 

neither had a car, they arranged to meet when they came home to 

Pittsburgh.  They were married in 1977 and have two sons, Brian and 

Alan, both of whom are musically talented. 

Sue’s most memorable singing experience occurred when she was 

traveling throughout the Caribbean with the IUP singing group 

performing at US military bases for the USO.  They had a concert in 

Guantanamo. The singers were given a tour of the barbed wire 

boundary separating the base from Cuba.  They were told that 

whenever someone attempted to escape to the American side the 

guards would shoot up flares illuminating the protective mine field.  

One of the pieces the group sang that evening was “Freedom 

Calling.”  In the middle of the song they saw flares being shot into 

the sky indicating an escape attempt.  She said it was the most 

amazing feeling and gave her a true understanding of what it means 

to be free. 
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A Drummer, Teacher, and Activist 

Babadunda (Via) Olatunji was born in Lagos State in 

southwestern Nigeria. In 1950, at the age of 23, he read about 

the Rotary International scholarship program in Reader’s 

Digest. He was accepted and was educated at Morehouse 

College in Atlanta.  While he did not sing in the college glee 

club, he did collaborate with the director, Dr. Wendell Whalum, 

to compose “Betelehemu”.  Later he went to NYU to study 

public administration.  To earn money for college he started a 

small musical ensemble. 

In 1957 he played with the 66-piece Radio City Music Hall 

orchestra where he was ‘discovered’ and signed to a contract 

with Columbia records.  Two years later he released the first of 

his seven records, Drums of Passion, introducing Americans to 

African music.  

Olantunji played and collaborated with many of America’s best 

known musicians including John Coltrane, Stevie Wonder, 

Quincy Jones, Bob Dylan, and Cannonball Adderley. 

He was a committed social activist touring the American south 

with Martin Luther King Jr and joining King in the march on 

Washington in 1963.  In addition to his performance and social 

work, he was an active music educator teaching drum and 

African dance workshops nationally and internationally. 

Olantunji’s last years were spent in the Big Sur area where he 

became the scholar-in-residence at the Esalen Institute, a non-

profit retreat center and international community.  He died of 

complications from diabetes in 2003.  

 

Musical Quiz #2 

 
Q: What do you call very bad 

vocals only harmonized?  

A: a crapella! 
 

Q: Why was the soprano 
arrested?  

A: She was in treble.  
 

Q: What happens when you 
sing country music backwards? 

A: You get your wife and job 
back.  

 

Q: What do you call a singing 
vegetable?  

A: Elvis Parsley. 
 

Q: Did you hear about the 
woman who couldn't find a 

singing partner?  

A: She had to buy a duet 
yourself kit. 

 

Q: What kind of music are 
balloons afraid of?  

A: Pop Music. 
 

Q: What is a church choir? 

A: Choir: A group of people 
whose singing allows the rest 

of the Congregation to lip-sync. 
 

Q:  Why were the singers 
locked out of the Chorale 

rehearsal? 

A:  They missed the key 
change. 

http://www.just-one-liners.com/choir-a-group-of-people-whose-singing-allows-the-rest-of-the-congregation-to-lip-sync/
http://www.just-one-liners.com/choir-a-group-of-people-whose-singing-allows-the-rest-of-the-congregation-to-lip-sync/
http://www.just-one-liners.com/choir-a-group-of-people-whose-singing-allows-the-rest-of-the-congregation-to-lip-sync/

