
                                    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Note ♪ worthy 
The newsletter of the South Hills Chorale 

March, 2019 
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   Dennis Sweeney 
   Karen Gennari 

The Director’s Corner 

Happy spring all! Yes, it’s March, and our concert will be performed next month. 
So the pressure is on!  Throw in the Easter holiday, and it will prove to be a very 
busy couple of months - When you’re selling tickets, be sure to point out that our 
concert is much earlier than normal, so we should not run into “end of school” 
days and graduation parties. Our hope is that this will help our attendance.   
Opening with a patriotic flare with the national anthem and the Statue of Liberty 
piece, it’s my desire that “hope” will be added to our audience’s enjoyment. Songs 
from Oklahoma to movie themes like The Pink Panther make this concert just 
plain fun. Adding to the humor is Skylar’s choice of Jabberwocky from Alice In 
Wonderland Through the Looking Glass.  So go out and push those ticket sales to 
new heights for our spring concert.   
Keep using your study guides and listening lab versions to prepare yourselves to 
have a great time with this spring music run-down. 
See you all the Mondays of March and April! 

 
─ Phil  
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Little Known Facts 

One in five country music 
songs refer to alcohol, one 
in three to tears and one in 
seven to “mama” 

♪ 

No member of the Beatles 
could read or write music 

♪ 

In 2008, researchers 
discovered that loud music 
makes customers in bars 
drink more alcohol in less 
time. 

♪ 

In 2015 Canadian astronaut 
Chris Hadfield released the 
first ever album recorded 
entirely in space, named 
Space Sessions: Songs from 
a Tin Can 

♪ 

There are more people in 
Monaco’s orchestra than in 
its army. 

♪ 

The longest song title ever 
is Hoagy Carmichael’s 1943 
“I'm a Cranky Old Yank in a 
Clanky Old Tank on the 
Streets of Yokohama with 
my Honolulu Mama Doin' 
Those Beat-o, Beat-o Flat-
On-My-Seat-o, Hirohito 
Blues.” 

♪ 

Mozart sold more CDs than 
Beyoncé in 2016. 

Manager’s Musings 

Ticket sales are the largest category of all of our revenue sources (ads, 

gift club, special fundraisers, and tickets). Not only that, it is much more 

fun to perform in front of a full house. The spring concert attendance 

has almost always been lower than the winter concert. Some of the 

possible explanations are the month of May is full of graduation parties, 

people would rather be outside enjoying the spring weather, etc. Since 

our concert is in April this year we have a better chance that our 

attendance will grow. It all depends on us. So use the posters, postcards, 

and the website to encourage people to buy tickets to enjoy a fun 

evening listening to the best choral music group around. 

─ Rick Smith 

President’s Ponderings 
 

Welcome to the spring concert season! We're well on our way in our 

rehearsals for another enjoyable concert. It's been great to see familiar 

faces back after the holidays as well as to welcome some new faces to 

our Chorale family. Our music this spring includes both familiar favorites 

and new pieces that are posing a fun challenge to learn. Old friends or 

new, musical favorites or new pieces, it's all coming together to be a sure 

hit with our audience! Concert week will be here before we know it! 

─ Earla 
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Musical Quotes 
 
“One good thing about music, 
when it hits you, you feel no 
pain.” 
 ― Bob Marley “ 

♪ 

“There are two means of 
refuge from the miseries of 
life: music and cats.” 

 ― Albert Schweitzer 

♪ 

“A painter paints pictures on 
canvas. But musicians paint 
their pictures on silence.” 

 ― Leopold Stokowski 

♪ 

“It is always fatal to have 
music or poetry interrupted.” 
― George Eliot 

♪ 

“No matter how corrupt, 
greedy, and heartless our 
government, our corporations, 
our media, and our religious & 
charitable institutions may 
become, the music will still be 
wonderful.” 

 ― Kurt Vonnegut 

♪ 

“I love the way music inside a 
car makes you feel invisible; if 
you play the stereo at max 
volume, it’s almost like the 
other people can’t see into 
your vehicle. It tints your 
windows, somehow.”  

― Chuck Klosterman 

Our Newest Members 

We have recently welcomed two new 

singers.   Here are brief sketches of their 

backgrounds. 

Rico Snow, Tenor 

Tenor Rico Snow has been familiar with the Chorale for a long time. His wife, 

first alto Erin Snow, has been a member for 7 years. She had been looking for 

a choir to join, so she browsed online, and ours seemed like a worthy match. 

Long story short, Erin won the job of singing to her heart’s content while Rico 

stayed home on Monday evenings, changing diapers and reading bedtime 

stories to their children Eloise and Henry. Recently Erin began saving up for a 

babysitter so that they could enjoy an evening singing together once a week. 

Her SHC piggy bank must be full, because here’s Rico. 

Rico’s brother taught him how to play the guitar when he was a child. He 

began singing when he joined the Highland High School Concert Choir in Salt 

Lake City, Utah. He met Erin in 2005 and has been singing with her in the 

choir of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints in Mt. Lebanon ever 

since. 

Rico remembers with fondness playing guitar at a high school assembly. A 

group of friends got together, and with guitar, sax, and violin, performed the 

Dave Matthews song, “Ants Marching.” No rotten tomatoes or eggs were 

hurled, so he considers their performance a success. 
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More Little Known 

Facts 

As you sing, your body releases 
endorphins and oxytocin. The 
former is responsible for raising 
your mood, making you happy 
instantly. The oxytocin helps 
relieve feelings of stress and 
depression. If you are feeling 
somehow agitated or stressed, 
try singing and your day will 
lighten up.  This explains why we 
can come to rehearsal feeling 
weary, cranky, and out-of-sorts 
and within minutes, feel the 
weight lift from our shoulders. 

♪ 

Britney Spears hit songs like 
“Oops! I Did It Again” and “Baby 
One More Time” was used by 
British Navy to scare off Somali 
pirates 

♪ 

Benjamin Franklin invented a 
mechanical version of the glass 
harmonica. 

♪ 

In 2013, researchers studied the 
effects of music on 272 
premature infants in a neonatal 
intensive care unit. They found 
that playing lullabies to the 
babies resulted in multiple 
positive behaviors, including 
lower heart rates and higher 
caloric intake. 

♪ 

The harmonica is the world’s 
best selling musical instrument. 

Anne Kemerer, Second Alto 

As a 25-year resident of the South Hills, 2nd alto Anne Kemerer has long 

been familiar with the Chorale. However, family and work took 

precedence over musical fulfillment for years. Twelve years ago, Anne 

finally found time to join the Christ United Methodist Church Choir 

where SHC members John Elders and Jeff Mazur also sang. Further 

piquing her interest, Anne’s parents live at Providence Point, and she 

attended one of our concerts there. Motivated to greater musical heights 

by her church’s new choir director, Anne finally decided to audition for 

the Chorale. In her words, “He is so inspiring and so amazing that it wants 

me to sing more. So I really have to put it all on him.” 

Anne has been singing since childhood.  “I sing all the time. People know 

I’m coming because they hear me singing. Some people whistle; I sing.”  

She sang in multiple choirs in high school and performed in musicals all 

four years. Twelve years later, she joined the Christ United Methodist 

Choir, and now, here she is. 

There are two musical experiences that stand out in Anne’s mind. One 

took place in 9th grade when she performed in her first musical, Li’l 

Abner, as a chorus member. She caught the musical theater “bug.” She 

also fondly remembers singing an oratorio in Latin with her church choir. 

Being on the stage under the lights with a large group of outstanding 

singers and an orchestra was remarkable. 

WELCOME BACK 

Welcome back to Greg Orient, Bass.  It’s great to have you singing 

with us again. 

Celebrating the Chorale’s can-do spirit. 
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Quick ♪ Notes 

♪ 

The underlying accompaniment 
to “Ave Maria” melody was 
borrowed by Charles Gounod 
from J.S. Bach’s first prelude 
and fugue in the first book of 
The Well Tempered Clavier. 
Gounod’s arrangement was 
initially published as Méditation 
sur le Premier Prélude de Piano 
de S. Bach.  

♪ 

The nonsense poem 
“Jabberwocky” was written by 
Lewis Carroll in Through the 
Looking Glass, and What Alice 
Found There, the sequel to 
Alice’s Adventures in 
Wonderland.  After reading the 
poem Alice is confused. 

"It seems very pretty," she said 
when she had finished it, "but it's 
rather hard to understand!" (You 
see she didn't like to confess, even 
to herself, that she couldn't make it 
out at all.) "Somehow it seems to 
fill my head with ideas—only I 
don't exactly know what they are! 
However, somebody killed 
something: that's clear, at any 
rate.” 

♪ 

The Pink Panther is a fictional 
diamond that had a flaw 
resembling a panther.  It was 
used as a plot device in the 1963 
film The Pink Panther featuring  
bumbling Detective Jacques 
Clouseau played by Peter 
Sellers. 

Give Me Your Tired Your Poor 

The text for “Give Me Your Tired, Your Poor” comes from Emma 
Lazarus’s 1883 sonnet, New Colossus.  She wrote it for an auction 
fundraiser to collect money for the pedestal for the Statue of 
Liberty.  The poem was quickly forgotten.  After her death one of 
her friends successfully campaigned to have a plaque with the 
excerpt mounted inside the statue’s pedestal.  Here is the 
complete text. 

Not like the brazen giant of Greek fame, 

With conquering limbs astride from land to land; 

Here at our sea-washed, sunset gates shall stand 

A mighty woman with a torch, whose flame 

Is the imprisoned lightning, and her name 

Mother of Exiles. From her beacon-hand 

Glows world-wide welcome; her mild eyes command 

The air-bridged harbor that twin cities frame. 

“Keep, ancient lands, your storied pomp!” cries she 

With silent lips. “Give me your tired, your poor, 

Your huddled masses yearning to breathe free, 

The wretched refuse of your teeming shore. 

Send these, the homeless, tempest-tossed to me, 

I lift my lamp beside the golden door!” 

For historical context, the poem was written the same year that 

the 1882 Chinese Exclusion Act became the first federal law that 

limited immigration from a single group.   

The “brazen giant of Greek fame” refers to the Colossus of Rhodes, 

one of the seven wonders of the ancient world that stood at the 

entrance to the city’s harbor.  Constructed over 2,000 years ago by 

the people of Rhodes to celebrate their military victory over 

Demetrius, the Colossus was assembled from melted down bronze 

from the remnants of the war material left by Demetrius’s army.  It 

stood 150 feet high, taller than the Statue of Liberty which is 120 

feet from foot to crown.  It collapsed following an earthquake 56 

years after it was built.  Enormous pieces of the statue lay in the 

harbor for centuries.  
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More Little Known Facts 

♪ 
There are two skulls in Haydn’s tomb. 
His head was stolen by phrenologists 
and a replacement skull was put in his 
tomb. In 1954, the real skull was 
restored but the substitute was not 
removed. 

♪ 
A single violin is made from over 70 
individual pieces of wood. 

♪ 
Baritone Leonard Warren died on 
stage at The Met in 1960 just as he 
had finished singing Verdi's 'Morir, 
Tremenda Cosi' ('To Die, a Momentous 
Thing') in a live production of Verdi’s 
La Forza del Destino. 

♪ 
Renaissance composer Orlando de 
Lassus was kidnapped many times as a 
boy because of his beautiful singing 
voice. 

♪ 
The most expensive opera costume of 
all time was worn by Adelina Patti at 
Covent Garden in 1895. It was worth 
£15 million. 

♪ 
Domenico Scarlatti composed his 'cat 
fugue' after his cat, Pulcinella, walked 
across his keyboard. 

♪ 
The Japanese word 'karaoke' comes 
from a phrase meaning “empty 
orchestra”. 

Oklahoma 

The musical Oklahoma was the first musical written by the 
legendary team Richard Rodgers and Oscar Hammerstein II.  
Rodgers was the duo’s composer and Hammerstein the lyricist 
and dramatist.  They had an extraordinary career in musical 
theatre creating many popular Broadway musicals including 
Carousel, South Pacific, The King and I, and The Sound of Music.  

The central story is pretty straightforward.  Curly, an “aww 
shucks” cowboy is smitten with Laurey, a strong headed farm 
girl.  A sketchy, bad-boy farmhand Jud Fry is obsessed with 
Laurey and invites her to the evening’s box social dance. She 
accepts to spite Curly.  One event at the social is the auction of 
picnic baskets.  Jud and Curly bid ferociously for Laurey’s box; 
Curly wins by selling his saddle, horse, and gun to get money to 
outbid Jud.  Later Jud aggressively confronts Laurey with his 
feelings, and she ends up firing him.  Laurey and Curly marry.  At 
the ceremony drunken Jud picks a fight with Curly and is 
accidentally killed when he falls on a knife.  A makeshift trial 
exonerates Curley, and the two depart of their honeymoon in a 
surrey with a fringe on top.  A parallel subplot features the 
impetuous Ado Annie and her romances with several of the male 
characters. 

The Oklahoma partnership almost didn’t happen.  Hammerstein 
and Rodgers each proposed the musical, based on Lynn Riggs’ 
1931 play Green Grow the Lilacs, to Jerome Kern who turned 
them down.  The initial title for Oklahoma was Away We Go!  
After the opening in New Haven, Connecticut in March, 1943, 
they made three significant changes.  The first was the addition 
of the show-stopping number “Oklahoma,” changing the title, 
and replacing a song “Boys and Girls Like You and Me” with a 
reprise of the song “People Will Say We’re in Love.” 

The show is pioneering in many ways.  At the time musicals 
relied on well known performers to carry them.  Rodgers and 
Hammerstein wanted actors who could sing rather than singers 
who could act. They selected a cast to better portray the 
characters rejecting both Shirley Temple and Groucho Marx as 
possible performers.  A second innovation was the inclusion of a 
powerful 15-minute ballet depicting Laurey’s conflict over her 
attraction to Jud and Curly.  A final innovation was the shift from 
the standard format of a musical with big numbers, novelty acts, 
show-stopping dances, and underlying humor to a focus on the 
dramatic course of the story supported by the music and text. 

If you want to see it, the musical will be performed this June at 
the Benedum.  
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Our National Anthem 

Francis Scott Key, author of the text 
of the “Star-Spangled Banner”, was 
born in 1779 and, as a very devout 
person, initially wanted to be a 
minister.  He decided to study law 
and became a well respected 
attorney in Georgetown.  A pacifist, 
Key was opposed to the War of 1812 
although he served briefly in the 
local militia. 

After the British burned Washington 
in 1814, he undertook a mission for 
President James Madison to 
negotiate a prisoner exchange.  On 
September 4 he and Colonel William 
Thornton sailed to the British 
command ship Tonnant on the 
Potomac River to initiate the 
negotiations. 

They reached agreement under the 
condition that they not leave the 
ship until after the attack on 
Baltimore.  Key and Thornton were 
put under guard during the 25-hour 
bombardment of Fort McHenry that 
defended the entrance to Baltimore 
harbor. 

The attack ended on the morning of 
September 14.  When Key saw the 
flag still flying indicating that the 
bombardment was unsuccessful, he 
was inspired to write the four-stanza 
poem that was initially printed 
anonymously as “Defense of Fort 
M’Henry”. The music comes from a 
popular drinking song “Anacreon In 
Heaven” by British composer John 
Stafford Smith.  On March 3, 1931 it 
became our official national 
anthem. 

Milestone: 25 Years with the Chorale 

Denise Slusser, First Soprano 

Denise Slusser will be honored at our spring concert for her twenty-

five years as a first soprano with the Chorale. Denise was raised in 

Syracuse, New York, and from an early age was an avid singer. She 

was a member of choirs in middle and high school and credits her 

skills as a singer to her choir directors who encouraged and 

developed her singing technique. 

Denise attended Alfred University, a small private college in Alfred, 

New York where she majored in business and marketing. She 

auditioned for and was accepted into the school’s select chorale, a 

group that specialized in classical music. After three years she 

desired a change to lighter fare and switched to the campus chorus. 

While at Alfred she met her future husband, Bill. 

After graduating from Alfred, Denise accepted a position as a 

meeting and event planner in Middletown, New York. Her duties 

required her to travel and manage conferences around the country. 

Her work demands kept her from singing. 

In 1994 she moved to Pittsburgh and later that same year, she 

realized that she missed singing and researched a number of 

groups. She “auditioned” the Chorale at their winter concert and 

liked what she heard. Hank Monsch liked her also when she 

auditioned for him, and that was the start of her journey with us. 

Among her musical memories is performing solos and small group 

pieces with the Chorale. A treasured memory is performing her first 

solo from one of her favorite songs while she was pregnant with 

her first child. She credits these performances with helping her 

overcome the stage fright that occasionally hits new singers.  

The single most memorable piece she performed was Mozart’s 

Coronation Mass which she persuaded Hank to include in a Chorale 

concert. In addition to participating with the Chorale, Denise is a 

cantor at St. Ferdinand Church in Cranberry Twp and leads the 

congregation in musical liturgy. 

. 
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A Reminder 

Encourage donors to support the Chorale Gift Club. 
Category Giving Level Complimentary Tickets 

Platinum Circle $1,000 and above 6 

Gold Circle $500.00 to $999.00 4 

Silver Circle $200.00 to $499.00 2 

Bronze Circle $100.00 to $199.00  

Patron $50.00 to $99.00  

Sponsor $25.00 to $49.00  

Booster $1.00 to $24.00  

Memorials and Honors Memorial donations can be made in any amount (the amount will not be 
noted in the program.) Complimentary tickets for memorial gifts will 
match the listing above. 

Employer Matching Gifts Check with your employer about matching gift donations. 

 

Also Remember!! 
 

Use Amazon Smile to support the Chorale. 
 

 Log in to Smile.Amazon.com on your computer using your current user name and password. 
 

 In the box labeled “Or pick your own charitable organization” enter South Hills Chorale and then click on 
the Search button.  You will see South Hills Chorale Inc. listed. 
 

 Click on the Select button. The Chorale will be your permanent charity whenever you make a purchase 
from Amazon Smile. We will get 0.5% of the purchase price. 
 

 Finally, order as you normally would from this site.  There may be some purchase restrictions. 
 
Be sure to pass this information on to family and friends so we can get maximum benefit for the Chorale.  

WELL DONE 

to the following singers who have had perfect attendance so far this semester. 

Winnie Aley, Debbie Smith, Kelly Bivens-Levin, Rick Stoeckle, Karen Groll. Anita Spano, 

Johanna Guehl, Sue Mazur, Cynthia Walsh, Dawn Pustay, Ed Vandervort, Dee Gruber, Greg 

Orient, Ken Sheln, John Elders, Dennis Sweeney, Evie Koschik, Rick Walter, Susan Bloom, 

Joe Rhoads, Steve Pustay, Mary Seibert, and Pat Moraytis  


