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The newsletter of the South Hills Chorale 
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HAPPY WINTER-BLAH'S TO ALL! 

I've had so many "high moments" with Chorale since joining you as director two 

years ago!  Hard to believe how the time flies by!  It's so very easy to comment on 

the musical excellence you are bringing to your audiences - we can attest to that 

with our over-flow crowd at our Christmas concert!  I've mentioned this before, 

but I'm amazed at the dedication demonstrated by members of the group - but 

these past couple of weeks have demonstrated that with attendance at 

rehearsals - these weeks have been coupled with bad weather and disgustingly 

cold air!  However our attendance continues to have very few absences (you all 

know that if ever you feel "threatened by the weather", you ought to stay home) 

- but that just does not seem to be the case with the Chorale!!  Seems like we 

have a couple more weeks to put up with this winter, but spring cannot be far 

away!  Our spring concert is beginning to take shape, so let's all keep up the good 

musical work (don't forget, if you must miss a rehearsal, your partner-in-crime in 

the group would be glad to let you know what you missed).  South Hills Chorale is 

a true joy! 

─  Phil 

 

 

The Director’s Corner 

The artist must forget the audience, forget the critics, forget the technique, forget everything but 

love for the music. Then, the music speaks through the performance, and the performer and the 

listener will walk together with the soul of the composer, and with God.  

― Mstislav Rostropovich 
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Childrens’ 

comments on 

music 

I can't reach the brakes 

on this piano. 

Just about any animal 

skin can be stretched 

over a frame to make a 

pleasant sound once 

the animal is removed. 

The most dangerous 

part about playing 

cymbals is near the 

nose. 

Anyone who can read 

all the instrument 

notes at the same time 

gets to be the 

conductor. 

When electric currents 

go through them, 

guitars start making 

sounds. So would 

anybody. 

A harp is a nude piano. 

When a singer sings, 

he stirs up the air and 

makes it hit any 

passing eardrums. But 

if he is good, he knows 

how to keep it from 

hurting. 

Agnus Dei was a 

woman composer 

famous for her church 

music. 

Manager’s Musings 

This is the part of Chorale membership that I enjoy talking about the most. First 
and foremost we are all here to sing. We are very fortunate to be able to share 
this passion not only with each other but with our wonderful audiences. Why do 
we love to sing? 
 
Whether it’s on stage, in the car, the shower or walking down the street, almost 
everyone loves to sing. Singing expresses emotions, tells stories and provides a 
sense of connection with other people across the world. It is for these reasons 
that so many people enjoy singing. 
 
Music is a very strong part of our human identities. Every culture has music and 
singing styles that are unique. From the time that we are born we are surrounded 
by these songs. Stories about heartbreak, survival and humor provide a vehicle 
from which we learn about our ancestors. We want to feel like a part of a greater 
whole and singing provides for that need. 
 
When we sing, we immediately engage muscles in our body that improve our 
breathing and posture. This in turn provides more oxygen to the essential parts of 
our body creating in us a better mood and more energy. The melody and rhythm 
of the songs we sing help us and our audiences to ‘forget about life for a while.’ 
 
Singing in the Chorale allows us to use and develop our vocal talents while giving 
back to the community. What fun it is to bring joy to the community through 
song. 

─ Rick Smith 

Little Known Fact 
 

The musical Fiddler on the Roof was developed from Sholem Aleichem’s book 
Tevye and his Daughters.  The movie version of the musical took some doing.  
The director, Norman Jewison, wanted reality, so he moved the movie to rural 
Yugoslavia to find a shtetl to stand in for Anatevka.  He looked for one with 
muddy streets, timbered houses, log fences, the whole works.  He had a 
problem.  While many villages looked the part he could not find one with a 
wooden synagogue.  He even thought of importing one from Poland. None could 
be found.  The ravages of World War I, the Nazi holocaust, and the migration of 
Jews to large European cities and America contributed to their absence. 
 
So, Jewison built one.  It was recreated detail-by-detail with painted murals, 
panels of Hebrew lettering, an old fashioned reader’s desk, and fabrics.  After the 
filming Jewison wanted to donate this only wooden replica existing in Europe to 
religious groups or museums.  Everyone, even the mayor of Jerusalem, turned 
him down, so he had it destroyed. 
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Musical Quotes 
 
“Music is the language of 
the spirit. It opens the 
secret of life bringing peace, 
abolishing strife.”  
― Kahlil Gibran 
 
“And all meet in singing, 
which braids together the 
different knowings into a 
wide and subtle music, the 
music of living. ”  
― Alison Croggon 
 

"Talking about music is like 
dancing about 
architecture.” 
— Steve Martin 

“A person who does not 
regard music as a marvelous 
creation of God, must be a 
clodhopper indeed and does 
not deserve to be called a 
human being; he should be 
permitted to hear nothing 
but the braying of asses and 
the grunting of hogs." 
―Martin Luther 
 
“I only sing in the shower. I 
would join a choir, but I 
don’t think my bathtub can 

hold that many people. ”  
― Jarod Kintz 
 
 
Q: What happens if you play 
blues music backwards? 
  
A: Your wife returns to you, 
your dog comes back to life, 
and you get out of prison. 

Our Newest Members 

This spring we welcomed four new singers.   

Here are brief sketches of their 

backgrounds. 

Tricia Dituro, Second Alto 

Tricia found us by googling “South Hills choirs.” She had previously lived in 
Squirrel Hill and was not familiar with the South Hills area. 
 
Tricia sang in her high school choir as well as The Gannon University Chapel 
Choir. Her most memorable singing experience took place during her senior 
year of high school when she competed at three levels, advancing from district 
choir to regional and finally to honors choir. She especially enjoyed singing 
with such talented peers. That is quite an impressive accomplishment. 

Myra Haas, First Soprano 

Myra Haas first learned of the Chorale through an ad for auditions in The 
Almanac, a community newspaper serving the South Hills.  
 
Myra sang for four years in her high school choir, the Sacred Heart 
Choristers, followed by two years with the choir of St. John Fisher Church 
in Churchill. For several years while employed with Blue Cross, she was a 
member of their volunteer choir, which sang at company events and 
nursing homes. 
 
Myra’s fondest musical memory was singing at her friend’s wedding. 
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Other Little Known 

Facts 

OK, Maria Von Trapp did not look 

like Julie Andrews, and The Sound 

of Music bears little resemblance 

to the story of the Trapp family.  

Here are some facts. 

 Maria came to the Trapp 

family as a tutor for one of the 

children who had scarlet fever, 

not for all of them. 

 Maria and Georg married in 

1927, well before the Nazi 

takeover in 1938. 

 The reason Maria married 

Georg was her love for the 

children. Her affection for him 

was more fondness.  Love 

came later in their marriage. 

 There were 10 Trapp children, 

not 7. 

 Georg was a warm, gentle 

parent who enjoyed musical 

activities with his kids. 

 The Trapps left Switzerland via 

train, a well announced 

departure.  They did not slog 

over the Alps. 

 The real Maria had a volatile 

temper.  She had angry 

outbursts, yelling and 

throwing things.  As quickly as 

her anger erupted she would 

calm down. 

 Maria, born in 1905, was 

orphaned and raised as an 

atheist by an abusive relative.  

Her religious awakening 

occurred after accidentally 

attending a Palm Sunday 

service thinking it was a Bach 

concert  

Diane Robb, Second Alto 
  
Diane was asked to attend the spring 2014 concert by a friend. After 
also attending the winter 2014 concert, she decided to try out for the 
Chorale.  
 
Diane started singing “harmony” in grade school. By the age of 10, she 
was a full-time member of her church’s a capella choir. A few years 
later, she represented her high school for County, District, and State 
Chorus, as well as Cal U for Collegiate Chorus. 
 
Following college, Diane directed her church choir for 20 years until she 
moved out of the "Valley" to the Bridgeville area. She is currently a 
member of the Holy Virgin Russian Orthodox Church a capella choir.  
 
Diane’s first four years in Cal U’s theater department fostered her most 
memorable musical experiences. She was in a St. Valentine's Day Revue 
which involved singing and dancing. She was also the musical director 
for the musical "Once Upon a Mattress." Additionally, she sang in the 
Cal U choir and was a chaperone for "Battle of the Choirs." While at Cal 
U, Diane also participated in the Ted Mack Amateur Hour, both 
accompanying several singers on the piano and performing a vocal solo 
of "Send in the Clowns." 

Chris Cavell Bass  
 
Chris learned of the chorale from longtime members Barb and Bill 
McAuley.  
 
Chris began his singing career as many of us have—in high school 
chorus—followed by college choir. In addition to vocals, he plays the 
guitar and piano. He has done solo work with guitar and voice and is 
currently a member of a quartet, Nova Singers, which originated at 
Southminster Presbyterian Church in Mount Lebanon. 
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Quick ♪ Notes 

The earliest known version of Down 

to the River to Pray was published 

in 1867 in Slave Holdings of the 

United States. As with many folk 

hymns, the true origins are murky 

and there are several variations.  

Some believe this was a song for 

full-immersion baptism.  Others 

suggest that this was another slave 

“escape” song where the river 

masked the scent from dogs, 

“starry crown” indicated navigating 

to safety by the stars, and “Lord 

show me the way” was a prayer for 

God’s guidance. 

∞ 

Simple Gifts was composed by 

Joseph Brackett, Jr., a Shaker from 

Maine.  The text celebrates the 

Shakers’ principles of simplicity and 

humility.  The song was written to 

accompany the Shakers’ worshipful 

dance.  In their hymnals it is listed 

as a ‘dancing song’.  The lyrics tell 

worshipers what to do: “To turn, 

turn will be our delight, till be 

turning, turning we come ‘round 

right.” 

∞ 

Over the Rainbow, the Academy 

Award winning song from The 

Wizard of Oz was voted the number 

one on the “Songs of the Century” 

list developed by the RIAA and the 

National Endowment for the Arts.  

In addition, the American Film 

Institute ranked it as the greatest 

song of all time.  

The Chorale’s Unsung 

Heroes 

In this edition we celebrate Elaine Moore (Alto) and Susan Bloom 

(Alto).  Elaine and Susan are our Membership co-chairs.  This is a 

demanding, time-consuming job that needs the coordinated efforts of 

two dedicated people. They are responsible for easing the passage of 

prospective Chorale singers through auditions, briefing them on their 

responsibilities as singers in our group, and ensuring their integration 

into our group. They also collect dues and music deposits, manage 

attendance records and the membership roster, and track members’ 

contributions to our operating fund.  Over the years, the job has 

developed into the hub for internal communications to all Chorale 

members. Most of this work is behind the scenes. 

Elaine joined the Chorale nine years ago. She had been an active singer 

all of her life, and her family is highly musical. She had been familiar 

with us long before joining.  Her sister, Lorna Schlutz, encouraged her to 

attend our concerts for years.  Elaine eventually took the Chorale 

plunge at the insistence of Hank Monsch, her church choir director, who 

told her that he really needed her to boost a depleted alto section.  

Colleen Brennan asked her to co-chair the Membership committee five 

years ago, and when Colleen left the position, Elaine became the senior 

member of the committee and asked Susan to be her co-chair. 

Susan has always been involved with singing, participating in church and 

community choirs most of her life.  After she moved to Pittsburgh from 

Columbus in 2002 she learned about the Chorale in the Almanac and 

decided to try out.  Her audition piece was How lovely is Thy dwelling 

place! Like most of our members, she was willing to pitch in to support 

the Chorale and was elected to be our President for the 50th anniversary 

season.  After the presidential stint she stepped back to a singing role 

until Elaine recruited her to be her co-chair three years ago.  

Work on the Membership committee has many benefits.  The major 

one is that they get to meet all members and become familiar with 

them.  The job requires an immense amount of diplomacy, especially 

when contacting members who are not fulfilling their financial 

obligations to the Chorale. 
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More Little Known 

Facts 

Johannes Brahms’ German Requiem 

is a strikingly unusual work.  First, 

the text is in German, not the 

traditional liturgical Latin. Second, 

the text is taken from the Lutheran 

Bible and the Apocrypha, not the 

typical Latin mass for the dead.  

Finally, it is a work designed to 

console those left behind, not to 

commemorate death and 

resurrection. 

Brahms’ motivation for composing 

the Requiem most likely stemmed 

from the death of his mother in 

1865 and the death of his great 

friend and fellow composer Robert 

Schumann in 1866.  The piece was 

composed rather quickly.  He 

started working on it in 1865 and 

worked intensively completing it in 

August, 1866.  

Its first performance was a semi-

private concert of the first three (of 

seven) movements in December, 

1867.  The first two movements 

were well received. Unfortunately, 

the percussionist misunderstood a 

key element in the score in the third 

section.  Instead of playing 

repeated D’s as piano, he 

thundered them as forte and 

fortissimo drowning out the rest of 

the orchestra and the vocal soloists. 

Later performances were not 

marred by such mistakes and 

cemented Brahms’ stature as a 

major composer and the Requiem 

as a masterpiece. 

A bird does not sing because it has an answer. It 

sings because it has a song.  

~Chinese Proverb. 

Robert Fripp 

 

Welcome Back to  

Bobbi Gerson 

 
 

Important Dates 
 
February  2 Rehearsal 

9 Rehearsal 
16 Rehearsal 
17 Board meeting, 7:00 p.m. 
23 Rehearsal 

March 
2 Rehearsal 
9 Rehearsal 
16 Rehearsal 
17 Board meeting, 7:00 p.m. 
21 Talent Show and Auction, 6:00 – 9:00 St. Paul’s 
Episcopal Church 
23 Rehearsal  
30 Rehearsal 

April 
6 Rehearsal 
13 Rehearsal 
20 Rehearsal 
21 Board meeting, 7:00 p.m. 
27 Rehearsal 

May 
4  Rehearsal 
11 Rehearsal 
18 Rehearsal 
25 Memorial Day concert, Mt. Lebanon 
26, 27, 28 Rehearsals, Westminster Presbyterian 
Church, 7:00 p.m. 
29, 30  Spring Concerts, Westminster Presbyterian 
Church, arrive BEFORE 7:00 pm 
 

For those who like to plan ahead for next singing year 
Winter Concert December, 18 &19, 2015 

Spring Concert May 13 & 14, 2016 
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From: A Choristers' 
Guide To Keeping 
Conductors In Line 

Bury your head in the music just 

before his cues. 

Loudly clear your throat during 

pauses (tenors are trained to do 

this from birth). Quiet interludes 

are a good chance to blow your 

nose. 

At dramatic moments in the music 

(over which the conductor is 

emoting), be busy marking your 

music so that the climaxes will 

sound empty and disappointing. 

Look at your watch frequently. 

Shake it in disbelief occasionally. 

It’s good to ask, "Is this the first 

time you've conducted this piece?" 

Find an excuse to leave the 

rehearsal about 15 minutes early 

so that others will become restless 

and start to fidget. 

Wait until well into a rehearsal 

before letting the conductor know 

that you don't have the music. 

Ask the conductor a question about 

a direction he had given in the 

previous three rehearsals. 

Show up late for rehearsal and 

question the director repeatedly 

about material covered earlier. 

During rehearsal show people 

around you pictures of your 

children and grandchildren on your 

cell phone. 

Remember!! 

 
How to use Amazon Smile to support the Chorale. 
 

 Log in to Smile.Amazon.com on your computer using your 
current user name and password. 
 

 In the box labeled “Or pick your own charitable 
organization” enter South Hills Chorale and then click on 
the Search button.  You will see South Hills Chorale Inc. 
listed. 
 

 Click on the Select. The Chorale will be your permanent 
charity whenever you make a purchase from Amazon 
Smile. We will get 0.5% of the purchase price. 

 Finally, order as you normally would from this site.  There 
may be some purchase restrictions. 

 
Be sure to pass this information on to family and friends so we can 
get maximum benefit for the Chorale.  

A Tip from Sammy Quaver 

One way to get your arms, ears, and voice around a moderately challenging 

piece such as How Lovely is Thy Dwelling Place is to learn your part in pieces.  

Phil does this by having us sing short elements and gradually stringing them 

together as we become more comfortable with it.   

There is another way to do this on our own.  Listen to the link for your part 

(Where to Find It page).  Instead of trying to duplicate pitch and text, focus 

on only the meter of the text and how the words are matched to the notes. 

Ignore the pitch.  Concentrate on the entrances and cutoffs.  It is especially 

helpful to identify where a word spans several notes.  Speak your part out 

loud (your significant others, pets, and neighbors will be impressed).  This 

technique is especially helpful for the fugue (pages 4 and 5) and the 

contrapuntal section on pages 9 and 10.  Once you eliminate tripping your 

tongue over the text, pitch will come more easily. 

─  Sammy Quaver 
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Healthy Singing 

Habits 

1. Don’t breathe by expanding 

your chest. If you do, you will 

find you don’t have enough 

support for high notes.  Teach 

yourself to breathe from your 

stomach. 

2. To learn how to breathe from 

your stomach, lie on your back 

and place a book on your 

abdomen. Sing a song and, as 

you inhale and sing, try to 

make the book go up and 

down.  Think of breathing 

through your navel. 

3. Learn some warm ups. Do 

them before rehearsal begins. 

One good one is to sing a scale 

‘do re me…’ at a comfortable 

level.  Then do it softly, then 

loudly.  Doing this in the car on 

the way to rehearsal will get 

you admiring looks from other 

motorists. 

4. Practice singing ‘pure’ vowels. 

AH as in father 

EE as in eat 

IH as in pin 

OO as in food 

UH as in under 

OH s in home 

5. Sing the first vowels.  For 

example, the classical singer 

would sing “Am[aaaaai]sing 

Gr[aaaaai]ce” where the 

country singer would sing 

“Am[aiiiii]sing Gr[aiiii]ce”. 

6. Even if you can’t read music 

you can practice half steps and 

whole steps between notes.  

Where to Find It 
Here are some links examples of the music we will be singing for the 
winter concert.  
 
 Over the Rainbow 
 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4gVXIzpHxzE 
 http://listeninglab.stantons.com/title/over-the-
rainbow/353937/?s=1  
 
Everybody Rejoice 
 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ofz2lPIBiU4 
 
How lovely is Thy dwelling place 
 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XwnZ748e3CA  
 Piano reductions… 
 Bass: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=A2Q3S_vYKZ4  
 Tenor: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1sk8HWeWc6M  
 Alto:  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=upur6EOkagU 
 Soprano: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XyK1TQCax-k  
 
Climb Ev’ry Mountain 
 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=im6so2YiV0M  
 
The Turtle Dove  
 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qKnhdMpQk70  
 
Down to the River to Pray 
 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wGPJWclWkpk 
 
Simple Gifts 
 http://listeninglab.stantons.com/title/simple-gifts/237220/?s=1  
 
When the Saints Go Marching In 
 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=r8tJthtX2G0 
 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iw-jZWrd5Fo 
 
The Quest Unending 
 http://listeninglab.stantons.com/title/quest-unending-
the/313839/?s=1  
 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=u4_9ytKkwlI 
 
The Word Was God 
 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vskgbYlJwbM 
 http://listeninglab.stantons.com/title/word-was-god-
the/312779/?s=1  
 
Festival Sanctus 
 http://listeninglab.stantons.com/title/festival-sanctus/41805/?s=1 
 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3x8obJ3wSfQ  
 
When We Are Singing a Song (Three part, w/o Phil’s bass) 

http://listeninglab.stantons.com/title/when-we-are-singing-a-
song/365833/?s=1  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4gVXIzpHxzE
http://listeninglab.stantons.com/title/over-the-rainbow/353937/?s=1
http://listeninglab.stantons.com/title/over-the-rainbow/353937/?s=1
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ofz2lPIBiU4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XwnZ748e3CA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=A2Q3S_vYKZ4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1sk8HWeWc6M
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=upur6EOkagU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XyK1TQCax-k
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=im6so2YiV0M
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qKnhdMpQk70
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wGPJWclWkpk
http://listeninglab.stantons.com/title/simple-gifts/237220/?s=1
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=r8tJthtX2G0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iw-jZWrd5Fo
http://listeninglab.stantons.com/title/quest-unending-the/313839/?s=1
http://listeninglab.stantons.com/title/quest-unending-the/313839/?s=1
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=u4_9ytKkwlI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vskgbYlJwbM
http://listeninglab.stantons.com/title/word-was-god-the/312779/?s=1
http://listeninglab.stantons.com/title/word-was-god-the/312779/?s=1
http://listeninglab.stantons.com/title/festival-sanctus/41805/?s=1
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3x8obJ3wSfQ
http://listeninglab.stantons.com/title/when-we-are-singing-a-song/365833/?s=1
http://listeninglab.stantons.com/title/when-we-are-singing-a-song/365833/?s=1

