
 

 

                                    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Note ♪ worthy 
The newsletter of the South Hills Chorale 

February, 2014 
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  Phil Aley 
Assistant Director 
  Open 
Accompanist 
  Kathy Whittaker 
Business Manager 
  Rick Smith 
 
BOARD of DIRECTORS 

 
President 
   Brian Johnston 
President Elect 
   Dennis Sweeney 
Treasurer 
   Andrea Walczak 
Secretary 
   Sue Mazur 
Past President 
  Kris Eshghy 
Membership 
   Elaine Moore 
   Susan Bloom 
Show Chairperson 
   Karen Christensen 
Music Librarian 
   Renie Minniti 
Development 
   Audrey Moeller 
Financial Advisor 
   Don Moore 
Ticket Chair 
   Pat Moraytis 
Costume Chairs 
   Mary Seibert 
   Carol Steffen 
 
Equipment Manager 
  Bill Groll 
 
Noteworthy Staff 
   Dennis Sweeney 
   Karen Gennari 
   Gloria McLean 
   Valerie Patrick 

OFF AND RUNNING FOR A GREAT SPRING CONCERT!!! 

Hard to believe I'm preparing the chorale's third concert under my direction! I 

continue to be blessed to be your director. We're off to a great start with music 

that seems to be taking on a patriotic twist along with show music like West 

Side Story - by next newsletter, I will be able to let all of you know the theme of 

the concert (quite late this year, May 30 and 31 because of the availability of 

Westminster Church). We look forward to a new chapter in the assistant 

director's position following Barb's retirement from that role - I'm so very happy 

she and Bill continue to sing with us! We had a fun celebration of her service to 

the chorale during Christmas concert week - AGAIN - THANKS BARB! 

It's been a sad week for all of us to say good-bye to Bob Daley! The cohesive 

nature of this chorale really becomes evident in these times of sadness!  

Another loss for all of us so sudden on the heels of Bill Zollar's passing! 

It will be good to get rid of this winter weather and really dive into our music 

for our spring concert - STAY TUNED! 

Phil 

 

Phil 

The Director’s Corner 
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Hints for Singers 

Sing loud and proud 

– and don’t care 

what anybody else 

thinks. If you’re going 

to make a mistake, 

make a BIG mistake 

then you can fix it 

later. If you always 

sing hesitantly, you 

will never know if 

you’re singing your 

part correctly or not. 

And if you don’t like 

your voice at this 

stage, you still need 

to sing out loud and 

proud so it will 

develop over the 

coming weeks. If you 

sing quietly every 

week, you’ll never 

get any better. 

 

From Handy Hints for 

Hesitant Singers. 

http://blog.chrisrowb

ury.com/2011/02/ha

ndy-hints-for-

hesitant-singers-

10.html 

Manager’s Musings 

Growing up in rural Fallowfield Township three miles outside of Charleroi, I 

would work on dairy farms each summer to earn some spending money and 

get in shape for playing football. Baling hay, driving a tractor and occasionally 

milking cows introduced me to the tools and the hard working life of part time 

dairy farmers. Most of them had full time jobs either in the mills or on the 

railroad. One of those tools was the three legged milking stool. The design 

provided stability and support for the person milking the cows. I draw the 

analogy to the three parts of fully enjoying your Chorale membership: Singing, 

Socializing, and Fundraising. I will explore each of these areas in greater depth 

in upcoming issues of Noteworthy. I will offer suggestions and ideas from a 

business manager's perspective that hopefully you can use to make the most 

of your Chorale experience. We are fortunate to be part of the best 

community choral group in the area. We bring joy to the community through 

song. 

Rick Smith 

Little Known Fact. 
Bernstein’s West Side Story is one of hundreds of 
musical adaptations of the Romeo and Juliet story.  
There are at least 27 operas, the best known ones 
composed by Gounod (1867) and Bellini (1830).  There 
are many orchestral versions of the story.  
Tchaikovsky’s Romeo and Juliet Fantasy Overture is the 
most familiar and one of the most haunting and lyrical.  
Hector Berlioz composed Roméo et Juliette, a lengthy 
work in three parts for mixed voices, chorus, and 
orchestra.  Perhaps the most faithful to Shakespeare‘s 
play is Prokofiev’s Romeo and Juliet ballet composed in 
1935.  The music was so avant garde that the Bolshoi 
Balled deemed it undancable, so it was premiered by 
the Kirov Ballet. The play even influenced popular 
music the most famous is Dire Straits’ Romeo and Juliet.  

Well Said… 

I was born with music inside me. Music was one of my parts. Like my ribs, 

my kidneys, my liver, my heart. Like my blood. It was a force already within 

me when I arrived on the scene. It was a necessity for me - like food or 

water. 

Ray Charles  
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Musical Quotes 
 
"There are still so 
many beautiful things 
to be said in C major." 
-- Sergei Prokofiev 
 
"God tells me how the 
music should sound, 
but you stand in the 
way."  
--Arturo Toscanini to a 
trumpet player  
 

“I love to sing, and I 
love to drink scotch. 
Most people would 
rather hear me drink 
scotch." 
 --George Burns 

 
"Already too loud!" --  
Bruno Walter at his 
first rehearsal with an 
American orchestra, 
on seeing the players 
reaching for their 
instruments.  
 

“When she started to 
play, Steinway himself 
came down personally 
and rubbed his name 
off the piano.” 
-- Bob Hope, on 
comedienne Phyllis 
Diller  

“What we play is life.” 
 --Louis Armstrong  

Our Newest Members 

This spring we welcomed five new singers.   

Here are brief sketches of each of each of 

our newest members. 

Kayla Green, Second Soprano 

Kayla is a Junior at Bethel Park High School. She began singing seriously in 

middle school and has been taking singing lessons for the past three 

years.  As a singer Kayla has been very busy.  She has sung in such 

musicals as Oliver and White Christmas and recently had the lead role in 

High School Musical.  In addition, she is an accomplished actress.  Her 

favorite has been the lead in the comedy Face on the Bar Room Floor.  

Kayla heard about the Chorale from her voice teacher who encouraged 

her to join us.  Her most memorable singing moment was singing the 

national anthem at the High School senior day wrestling match.  When 

she was asked about the differences between singing in school and 

singing in the Chorale she immediately mentioned how welcoming and 

accepting the group is. 

Evelyn (Evie) Koschik, First Alto  

Evie is an avid singer.  Her first singing experience was with the Trinity 

High School chorus where she also performed with the Washington 

County Choir and State Chorus.  For the past 35 years she has been a 

consistent member of her church choir.  She was encouraged to join the 

South Hills Chorale by Bill and Barbara McAuley at one of their morning 

Panera breakfasts. 

Her most memorable singing experience was joining with other church 

choirs at a Presbyterian conference in 1992. 

  Sarah Holliday, Second Alto 

Sarah is Les and Donna Holliday’s daughter-in-law and has been 

attending Chorale concerts for years.  For years she has been planning 

to join us and finally got her push this spring.  Sarah sang throughout 

high school and during her freshman year at the University of Akron.  

She took a break for several years, then started singing with a local 

band covering songs by the Doors, Janice Joplin and Fleetwood Mac.  

Her most memorable singing experience was in high school where she 

sang the solo for O Holy Night accompanied by the school’s 200 voice 

Holiday Choir. 
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Another Little 

Known Fact 

The folk song 

Shenandoah has been 

around a long time.   Its 

origin is unclear.  The 

first print appearance 

was in an 1882 article by 

William L. Alden titled 

‘Sailor Songs’ published 

in Harper’s New 

Monthly Magazine, but 

it must have been 

around decades before 

then.  It is possible it 

began as a sea chantey 

sung by river boat 

sailors along the 

Mississippi.  Even the 

interpretation is 

obscure.  Some believe 

it refers to the 

Shenandoah River.  

Another possibility is 

that it was started as an 

African-American song 

telling the tale of Sally, 

daughter of the Indian 

Chief Shenandoah 

courted for seven years 

by a white Missouri river 

trader. 

There are many 

alternative lyrics.  Check 

them out on Wikipedia. 

 

Rosemarie Duran, FirstAlto   Rosemarie Duran, FirstAlto  

First alto Rosemarie Duran has sung in high school and church 

choirs, including St. Simon and Jude in Scott Township. She had 

heard of the South Hills Chorale years ago but didn’t know how to 

contact us. Finally, she was introduced to the Chorale by Rick 

Stoeckle’s wife Wilma, a former classmate of hers at Langley High 

School. Having attended numerous SHC concerts over the years, 

Rosemarie has finally decided to “get in on the action.”  

Rosemarie’s most memorable singing experience dates back to high 

school, where she sang in a trio and performed with her choir 

alongside the Pittsburgh Symphony Orchestra. 

 

 

 

 

  

Greg Orient, Bass   

Greg Orient is Joe Orient’s brother.  Greg’s first exposure to music 

was playing in the Cannevan High School band, where he learned to 

read music.  As a self-taught singer he began as a bass in church 

choirs.  His singing career led him to more and more demanding 

choral groups most notably with Pittsburgh’s Bach Choir.  Among the 

well known works he sang were Beethoven’s 9th Symphony and 

Rachmaninoff’s Vespers. 

Greg has been familiar with the Chorale for years and attended many 

concerts when his brother was a member.  He decided to join us 

when the group he had been singing with disbanded. 

When asked about his most memorable singing experience, Greg did 

not hesitate.  When visiting Salt Lake City some years ago he had the 

opportunity to sing with the Mormon Tabernacle Choir for three 

hours during one of their open rehearsals. 
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More Little Known Facts 

While most people know that 

the music for West Side Story 

was composed by Leonard 

Bernstein, not many realize 

that the lyrics were written 

by a young Steven Sondheim.  

It was one of his first serious 

musical assignments done 

before he became well 

known as a composer. 

The choreographer Jerome 

Robbins approached 

Bernstein and writer Arthur 

Laurents in 1947 with the 

idea, proposing that the plot 

focus on the conflict between 

an Irish Catholic family and a 

Jewish family during the 

Easter-Passover season.  In 

this post Holocaust era he 

wanted the work to focus on 

the anti-Semitism of the 

Catholic “Jets” toward the 

Jewish “Emeralds”. The first 

outline was titled East Side 

Story.   

The project was shelved for 

years.  The idea was 

resurrected when Bernstein 

and Laurents met in 

Hollywood in 1955.  Their 

thoughts turned to juvenile 

delinquent gangs.  Local 

Chicano turf wars influenced 

their thinking.  Laurents was 

more familiar with New York 

and Puerto Ricans so the 

musical was set with this 

group in mind. 

Good Bye Risers 

In the December meeting the Board voted unanimously to purchase new 

risers.  The old risers have seen honorable duty for more than 35 years, 

but wear and tear and the effort to assemble and strike them had 

become an increasing problem.  The new risers will be much lighter than 

the old ones and promise to be easier to set up and break down.  Part of 

the cost will be offset by selling the old risers.  The replacements will be 

ready for our spring concert.  

 

Special thanks to the Chorale members whose donations helped to make 

this purchase possible including those who participated in the Max and 

Ermas dining out and Tupperware sale. 
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Thoughts on Deep 

River 

Southern slave spirituals 

frequently had multiple 

meanings.  One group of 

songs held hidden messages, 

coded so only the slaves 

knew their true meaning.  

These songs carried 

messages of rebellion or 

escape.  Follow the Drinking 

Gourd gives directions to 

follow the big dipper to the 

north.  This constellation 

points to the North Star. 

Other spirituals, sometimes 

called sorrow songs, were of 

hope.  Hope supported by 

the religion preached to the 

slaves by white and black 

abolitionist preachers from 

the North.  Many identified 

with Moses and the enslaved 

Hebrews. Deep River carries 

the sentiment of crossing 

into the Promised Land. 

Like most spirituals, the 

origins of Deep River are 

unknown. The first published 

version came out in 1877, but 

the song remained relatively 

obscure.  It owes its current 

popularity to its appearance 

in the film Show Boat.  It also 

appears in Michael Tippett’s 

oratorio, A Child of Our Time. 

 

The Chorale’s Unsung 

Heroes 

Bill and Karen Groll 

Bill and Karen Groll have been associated with the Chorale for more than 35 
years.  Bill knew Hank Monsch from high school, and Hank persuaded him 
to join our group.  Karen has been our artistic resource for more than 30 
years designing more than 60 of our concert programs.  She finally decided 
to sing with us as a soprano four years ago. 

Bill is a Pittsburgh native.  He has lived most of his life in Peters where his 
family moved from the South Side when he was 10.  He has been a natural 
tinkerer, designer, and builder.  He worked with his father doing various 
building and reconstruction projects for years.  After graduating from high 
school he spent a year at California State College and later enrolled at WVU 
majoring in Industrial Engineering.  Financial issues prevented him from 
completing his degree there.  He eventually got a degree in mechanical 
engineering from Point Park while working full time and taking classes at 
night. 

Bill and Karen met in at WVU.  Karen, an art major, decided to take an 
engineering class for fun.  She was the only woman in the class and the only 
one not studying engineering.  As soon as he saw her Bill felt, “There is 
someone I must get to know better.”  Their most memorable college 
memory came from a home brewed beer incident.  The two of them had a 
friend who had just brewed a batch of beer and invited them to try it out.  
Bill agreed enthusiastically. Karen cautiously agreed to try some.  
Apparently the beer was potent, exceeding her modest grain and hops 
limit.  The two left the tasting to take the final engineering test.  Right after 
the exam papers were handed out Karen was overcome with a case of 
giggles.  She could not control them but got through it to Bill’s 
consternation.  As a result of hard work and home brew Karen got the 
highest grade in the class. 

In addition to his bachelor’s degree, Bill has an MBA.  He works for All Clad, 
the country’s premier cookware manufacturer.  As the vice president for 
research and development he is responsible for all product development 
and enhancement.  Karen has hidden talents.  In addition to being a 
sculptor she is also a composer who takes joy in creating music for songs.  
The two have four children - two sons and two daughters. 
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Stories and test questions 

accumulated by music teachers 

in the state of Missouri, circa 

1989. Source: Missouri School 

Music Newsletter. 

The most dangerous part about 

playing cymbals is near the 

nose. 

A harp is a nude piano. 

My favorite composer is Opus. 

My very best liked piece of 

music is the Bronze Lullaby. 

I know what a sextet is but I 

had rather not say. 

Music sung by two people at 

the same time is called a duel.  

When a singer sings, he stirs 

up the air and makes it hit any 

passing eardrums. But if he is 

good, he knows how to keep it 

from hurting. 

Aaron Copland is one of your 

most famous contemporary 

composers. It is unusual to be 

contemporary. Most composers 

do not live until they are dead.  

Refrain means don't do it. A 

refrain in music is the part you 

better not try to sing.  

 

Welcome Back to the Following Members 

Les Holliday (Bass) 

Pat Bricklemyer (First Alto) 

 
 

Sammy Quaver’s Tips 

These are some thoughts on concert performance.  I have 

paraphrased them from an article “That Little Thing Called Stage 

Fright”, but the ideas could apply to all of us as we get ready to sing 

in a concert or during rehearsal. 

1.  Just breathe. A deep breath, one that goes down through 

your navel not through your shoulders, can help you relax. 

Breathing is important to both phrasing a piece and 

maintaining pitch. 

2. Focus your energy.  It is easy to get distracted.  Even when 

another section is rehearsing, listen to them.  Knowing what 

other parts are doing will help you understand your part 

better. 

3. Be confident.  Some elements of the music we sing are 

difficult.  You can improve your performance simply by 

holding your head high and putting a smile on your face.  

Many psychological studies have shown that it is almost 

impossible to be tense when you smile. 

4. Imagine success.  This is especially true for concert 

performance.  Imagine yourself, and the Chorale, performing 

successfully.  Think of the good feelings you will have when 

the audience is dazzled by our work and your contribution to 

it. 

5. Practice.  Clearly, this will come as no surprise, but 

practicing, even by reading through your music at home, will 

improve your singing.  Even if you don’t have a piano, get 

the lyrics, tempo, and phrasing in mind. 
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Ticket Sales Champions 

The following Chorale 

members sold more than 

$200 worth of tickets for our 

winter concert. 

WELL DONE!! 

 

Team Mc Auley** 

Mary Seibert** 

Team Mazur 

Diane Roberts 

Phyllis Neff 

Team Groll 

Team Bloom  

Dee Gruber 

Gloria MacLean 

Donna Holliday 

Bob Daley 

Joe Orient 

Team Smith 

Johanna Guehl 

Rich Stoeckle 

** $600 Plus Club 

Where to Find It 
 
Here are some links to online examples of the music we will be 
singing for the winter concert. 
 
Battle Hymn of the Republic 

Mormon Tabernacle Choir 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wpZ3jPMM5Ac  

Prelude to Peace  
 Grand Rapids Christian High School 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=caTyIA19kV8  
Lakes Concert Choir 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=B1mpo6v6Sl0 

Forever Doo-Wop  
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hPUIvn3uOro 
The only version I could find, gives an idea of what it sounds like.  

Big City Swing 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ebmHfbjixNk  
A high school dance version with school band. 

 

These links are to the original versions of the songs we are 
doing.  It’s nice to see where our arrangements came from. 
 
One 
 http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tyZeGOsR9IA  

This is the Broadway version, not ours.  Shows what we could do 
with gold costumes. 

Impossible Dream 
 http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LgzXwpePTTU 
 This is a stage solo from Tony Awards. 

Welcome! 
We would like to welcome our newest 
mini-members. 

Eloise Gray Snow 
7 pounds, 12 ounces 

Daughter of Erin and Rico Snow 
 

Brynley Grace Johnston 
7 pounds, 13 ounces 

Daughter of Brian and Lauren 
Johnston 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wpZ3jPMM5Ac
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=caTyIA19kV8
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=B1mpo6v6Sl0
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hPUIvn3uOro
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ebmHfbjixNk
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tyZeGOsR9IA
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LgzXwpePTTU

