
                                    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Note ♪ worthy 
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The Director’s Corner 

Hi all, 

Here we are in our sixth year together - and you’re singing more beautifully than 

ever. Our program for spring is challenging, and you’re all rising to the occasion. 

Don’t forget that it’s more difficult to fill the seats at our spring concert, so do 

your best.  We have the makings for an eclectic program of choral music which 

will be added to our long series of successful concerts. Thanks to all of you for 

your hard work. It’s an increasing joy to be your conductor!  

─  Phil 

Faust Legend 

Our “Soldier’s Chorus” was taken from French composer Charles Gounod’s opera 

Faust.  The Faust legend is an old one dating back to the early 15th century.  It tells of 

a learned man who becomes disenchanted with scholarly/theological studies.  He 

makes a pact with the Devil (Mephistopheles); in exchange for his soul the Devil will 

give him knowledge of earthly knowledge and pleasures.  In the more well-known 

stories Faust seduces an innocent maiden whom he later abandons.  Her intense 

spiritual remorse leads her to being saved while Faust is condemned to Hell. 

An early version of the story is Christopher Marlowe’s 1604 play Doctor Faustus. The 

most influential telling is the 1808 play Faust by German writer and philosopher 

Johann Goethe.  This latter story is considered by the Germans to be a national 

treasure.  In some performances the Germans change the name of Gounod’s opera 

to Margarethe to make it clear that the opera in no way represents Goethe’s play. 
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Musical Quiz 

Q: Why was the 
musician arrested? 

 A: He was in treble. 

Q: What do you get 
when you drop a 
piano into a mine 
shaft?  

A: A Flat Miner 

Q: How do you keep 
your violin from 
being stolen?  
 

A: Put it in a viola 
case. 

Q.  What was 
Beethoven’s favorite 
fruit? 

A. BA NA NA NAAA 

Q: What's the 
difference between a 
piano and a tuna?  
 

A: You can tuna 
piano, but you can't 
piano a tuna. 

Q: What has one 
hundred and 
seventy-two feet and 
sings?  

A: The  South Hills 
Chorale!  

Q: What’s green and 
sings? 

A: Elvis Parsley 

Q:  What makes 
music on your hair? 

A: A head band 

Manager’s Musings 

A recent Gallup poll indicated that only thirty percent of workers love their jobs. 

Happily, working as the Chorale's Business Manager puts me in this lucky group. 

Over the last few years a lot has been accomplished with the purchase of new 

risers and a new trailer to house and haul them, a record setting concert 

attendance, great performances of great music, and elegant new costumes to 

name a few. Other changes involve a new website design (coming soon) and 

standardized record keeping systems. The goal is to allow new people to more 

easily take over in case of unforeseen events so that the Chorale can operate 

smoothly. I feel very fortunate that I am part of an amazing group of dedicated 

people who make all of this happen. 

─ Rick Smith 

Gypsies in Song 
The “Anvil Chorus” is the English name for the “Coro di Zingari” (Gypsy Chorus) from 
Guiseppe Verdi’s opera Il Trovatore (The Troubadour). It is sung in the first scene of 
the second act where a band of Gypsies beat on their anvils and sing about the 
pleasures of hard work, good wine, and women. There is scant relationship between 
the Italian text and ours other than the use of the word zingarella.  
The opera, like many of Verdi’s works, is a complex tragedy with beautiful music 
featuring a gypsy witch (Azucena), a lovely woman (Lenora) in love with a 
mysterious troubadour (Manrico), an evil count (DeLuna), who also wants Leonora, 
and lots of soldiers and gypsies. There are disastrous mistaken identities, fights, and 
betrayals. All ends tragically with one brother unknowingly executing another. 

President’s Ponderings 
Happy Spring, 
 
I know it doesn't feel like spring yet, but the sound of our music on Monday nights 
sure makes me hopeful that it’s just around the corner. Our May concert is almost 
upon us. I hope everyone stays well and is in good voice. Our spring concert music 
certainly puts a song in your heart, some familiar, some not, but beautiful. I'm 
looking forward to May 18th and 19th, which brings me to this: As the concert draws 
near, so does the end of my year as president of the Chorale. It has been fun and 
enlightening. I encourage everyone to throw your hat in the ring and give it a try. It's 
something you will remember always. 
 
Thank you for your support, 
 

─ JoAnn Craft 
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Musical Quotes 
 

Music is a moral law. It 
gives soul to the universe, 
wings to the mind, flight 
to the imagination, and 
charm and gaiety to life 
and to everything.  
Plato 
 
Music is the strongest 
form of magic.  
Marilyn Manson 
 
Music in the soul can be 
heard by the universe.  
Lao Tzu 
 
Music is what feelings 
sound like.   
Author Unknown 
 
I want to live like music 
sounds. 
Eva Ibbotson 
 
Stay close to any sounds 
that make you glad you 
are alive. 
Hafiz 
 
Music is a weapon in the 
war against unhappiness. 
Jason Mraz 

May you never be 
embarrassed to sing. 
Author Unknown 

Music is to the soul what 
words are to the mind. 
Modest Mouse 

Our Newest Members 

We have recently welcomed three new 

singers.   Here are brief sketches of their 

background. 

Joni Mauer, Second Alto  
 
Second alto Joni Mauer learned of the chorale from fellow members Sue and 
Jeff Mazur who worked with her at Deer Valley, a summer family camp, during 
their college years in the mid 70’s. Joni first started singing with her church’s 
folk choir in high school and continued to sing in college, joining the 
Washington & Jefferson College choir. 
 
Joni’s most lasting and happiest memory was singing with Sue, Jeff, other staff, 
and campers while working at the camp. As the camp’s music director, Sue 
would play the guitar before lunch and dinner, and Joni and the others would 
sing along. Every Sunday evening a new group of camper families would come 
in, and during a welcoming “town meeting,” Joni and the other staffers would 
sing for them as an informal choir. As a matter of fact, for her chorale audition, 
Joni sang one of their camp songs from decades ago, and Sue accompanied 
her. 
 
FYI: Joni remembers introducing Sue and Jeff to each other, in her words, “a 
million years ago.” 

Gary Baughman, Second Tenor 

Second tenor Gary Baughman was introduced to the Chorale by our 
accompanist Nancy Galluzo and member Anita Spano, all of whom work 
together with Anita’s theater group, Retro Red. 
 
Gary has been singing and playing the piano since childhood. Working in a 
group home for intellectually disabled adults, Gary has still found time to 
direct a choir in Paris, PA and to perform and sing in community theater 
productions. He has done a total of 35 musical reviews and murder 
mysteries for Jude Pohl Productions, his favorite role being Old 
Deuteronomy in Cats at Comtra Theatre. 
 
Gary’s fondest memory was singing for the Spearhead Project of Latin 
America. He and his group sang on street corners in Mexico City, moving 
around from corner to corner as they performed. 
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Other Little Known 

Facts 

There are a number of well-
known classical pieces that their 
composers never heard 
performed in their lifetimes: 
Schubert’s 8th and 9th 
symphonies, Bizet’s 1st 
symphony, and Borodin’s opera, 
Prince Igor, which was 
incomplete at his death. Nikolai 
Rimsky-Korsakov (think Bolero) 
and Alexander Glazunov 
completed it for its first 
performance in 1890. 

The opera is an adaptation of 
the Russian epic poem The Lay 
of Prince Igor’s Host, that tells of 
the battle between Prince Igor 
Svayatonslavich against invading 
Polovtsian tribes.  The opera is 
more about intrigues and 
faithful loves than the battle, 
which Igor lost. 

The opera is rarely heard outside 
Russia, but the music gained 
new life and popularity when 
Robert Wright and George 
Forrest adapted music from 
Prince Igor for their 1953 
musical Kismet. This work was 
highly successful, winning the 
Tony Award for best musical in 
1954.  Much of its music was 
adapted from Borodin’s 
Polovtsian dances some of 
which became popular songs.  
These include “Baubles, Bangles, 
and Beads,” “Stranger in 
Paradise,” and “This is My 
Beloved.” 

Luanne Shock, First Alto 
 
First alto Luanne Shock had been searching for a choir that was akin to 
her previous group in New Jersey. Through an Internet search and the 
help of a friend, she decided that the South Hills Chorale would be a 
good fit. 
 
Drawn to choral singing early, Luanne began with a junior church choir 
from 3rd through 8th grade, then advanced to a senior choir, where she 
sang in high school and beyond. As an adult, she sang in the North Jersey 
Chorus. A consultant for a Swiss company, she and her husband moved 
to Switzerland in 2008 and lived there for three and a half years. Still 
harboring the choral bug, she joined a community choir there, where 
they sang German, English, and Spanish music, among others. Returning 
to the U.S. in 2012, Luanne and her husband settled in Nottingham 
Township (Washington County), Pennsylvania, but recently moved to 
Moon Township. 
 
You might assume that singing in Switzerland would be her most 
memorable musical experience, but although that was truly a singular 
episode in her life, Luanne’s most unforgettable musical undertaking was 
playing Ado Annie in Oklahoma. If you’ve ever performed in a high school 
musical, you can surely understand why she ranks that number one. 

Bedrich Smetana’s The Bartered Bride 
 
Bedrich Smetana was one of Czechoslovakia’s first great and most 
influential composers.  He is widely celebrated for his popular tone poem 
“The Moldau” part of his longer orchestral work Ma Vlast (My Homeland) 
celebrating the Czech country.  The Bartered Bride became a major 
influence in the development and recognition of Czech music. 
 
The opera is a comic love story. Marenka wants to marry poor Jenik, but 
her parents want the village matchmaker Kecal to find her a more suitable 
husband.  To Marenka’s dismay Kecal proposes Vasek, the younger son of 
Tobias Micha, a wealthy land owner.  Kecal tries to buy Jenik off by 
promising to pay him 300 florins, an offer Jenik pretends to accept.  Jenik 
makes a condition stating that only Micha’s son should marry Marenka. 
 
Later, Marenka, believing that she has been bartered off, is despondent and 
denounces Jenik and agrees to marry Vasek.  The turning point occurs in 
the fourth act when it is revealed that Janik is Micha’s long lost son from a 
previous marriage, and the two lovers finally receive a marriage blessing.  If 
all of this is too confusing, I did not tell you about how Esmeralda and a 
dancing bear further complicate the plot.  Our song is the opera’s opening 
chorus and sets the stage for the rollicking fun to come. 
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Quick ♪ Notes 

The text for “Eternal Father, Strong 
to Save” began as a poem written 
by British poet William Whiting for 
a student who was about to sail to 
the United States in 1860.  The 
melody was composed by 
Episcopalian clergyman, Rev. John 
Dykes, in 1861.  It was adopted by 
both the U.S. Naval Academy and 
the Royal Navy as their official 
hymn.  The original poem has four 
verses.  As many as 14 additional 
verses have been written to honor 
flyers, Marines, Seabees, 
submariners, women in service, 
the Coast Guard, astronauts, and 
others. 

♪ 
West Side Story is a retelling of 
Romeo and Juliet, but it is not the 
only one.  Shakespeare borrowed 
from The Tragical Tale of Romeus 
and Juliet, an Italian tale translated 
into English in 1562,. It is believed 
that the story was based on real 
characters in Verona, but the 
theme of tragic lovers is an ancient 
one.  

Among the more than 40 musical 
compositions on the theme are 
Tchaikovski’s overture, Sergei 
Prokefiev’s ballet, Bellini, Berlioz 
and Gounod’s wildly different 
operas, and David Diamond’s suite.   

♪ 

The Chorale’s Unsung 

Heroine 

Valerie Coughanour has been singing in the first soprano section since 

2013.  She has been the chair and sole member of the Publicity 

Committee for the past four years.  In this position she is responsible for 

communicating the Chorale’s audition, performance, and other key 

activities to local Pittsburgh media including radio, tv, and press.  Her 

work has done much to extend interest in the Chorale since she 

volunteered for this important work.  Her goals are to enhance our 

footprint by extending our social media presence in the area over the 

coming months.  

Valerie was born and raised in Monkton, Maryland, not far from 

Baltimore.  She showed her musical talents early. She sang in grade 

school and later was selected to perform in county and state choirs.  

She still remembers the anxiety she felt at her first audition, “I cannot 

do this!” 

She went to Roanoke College in Virginia, where she majored in English 

and minored in voice. While there she participated in two international 

tours with the college choir that took her to England, Belgium, and 

France.  Her most memorable moment was their second trip when the 

group went to St. Lô, a small village near the coast of France. St. Lô had 

been reduced to rubble following the Normandy invasion.  Her choir 

was the first large American tour to visit the village following the war.  

The group was greeted with open arms by the townspeople and the 

mayor.  They were given a champagne reception and, instead of being 

housed in a hotel, were given home stays to meet the local residents.  

The whole town showed up to honor them and hear their performance 

in the city cathedral. Valerie said that it was the most moving 

experience in her life. 

Following college, Valerie dropped out of singing until she moved to 

Washington, DC for her job with the National Institute of Health.  There 

she joined a small chamber group.  She recalls singing the part of the 

mother in Amal and the Night Visitors when she was five months 

pregnant.  She moved to Pittsburgh six years ago. 

Valerie heard about the South Hills Chorale from a neighbor. 
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More Little Known Facts 

While Andrew Lloyd Webber is well 
known for his musicals Evita, Cats, 
Phantom, Jesus Christ Superstar and 
more; his brother Julian is equally 
well known as a cellist and classical 
conductor. 

♪ 

Stephen Sondheim’s early mentor 

was the much older Oscar 

Hammerstein who later became a 

close friend and advisor.  After 

college Sondheim struggled, living in 

his father’s dining room to save 

money.  When he was 23 he met 

director Author Laurents at a cocktail 

party where he learned that 

Bernstein was working on West Side 

Story and needed a lyricist.  Laurents 

set up an audition with Bernstein, and 

the rest is history. 

♪ 

The cancan is an energetic, physically 

demanding dance that became 

popular in Parisian dance halls in the 

1840s.  It was originally danced by 

men and women, but today it is 

almost exclusively done by women.  

As a dance form, its origins are 

murky, but it is thought that it was 

derived from a social dance for 

couples called a quadrille.  Initially, in 

the cabarets, it was considered to be 

scandalous, and attempts were made 

to repress it because the high kicks 

revealed the dancers’ underwear. 

A bird does not sing because it has an answer. It 

sings because it has a song.  

Chinese Proverb 

Robert Fripp 

An Essential American Composer: Aaron 

Copland 

If you asked people to name America’s best known classical 
composers, Aaron Copeland would be among the top three along 
with Leonard Bernstein and George Gershwin. 

Born in Brooklyn in 1900, Copland began studying the piano at an 
early age but decided to become a composer when he was 15. His 
first steps were to enroll in a correspondence course to learn 
harmony, but this was a struggle.  His talents developed while 
studying in France in the 1920s.  He returned to the United States in 
1925.  

During the ensuing years he composed a number of works in a 
variety of styles and for a while emulated Igor Stravinsky’s 
neoclassicism. By  the mid- 1930s he realized that he was not 
satisfied with the connection between his music and the public and 
shifted to a more approachable ‘American’ style that was influenced 
by popular radio and movie music.  

This shift can be heard in his 1936 piece El Salon Mexico that 
features music based on Mexican melodies and rhythms.  His 
personal compositional style continued to expand with ballets 
based on American folk material with this popular Billy the Kid 
1938), Rodeo (1942), and Appalachian Spring (1944).  In 1942 he 
and 17 other composers were asked to write fanfares to introduce 
orchestral concerts being performed during World War II. His entry, 
the only one to achieve popular status, was the well-known Fanfare 
for the Common Man. Later he included it in the final movement of 
his Third Symphony.  He also composed a number of award-winning 
movie scores during that period.  

In later years Copeland’s style shifted again, and in the late 1950s 

he composed works influenced by the more cerebral serial musical 

12-tone technique of composer Arnold Schoenberg. These works 

did not achieve the popularity of his earlier works.  In 1970 he 

stopped composing.  He continued to lecture, write, and conduct 

through the 1980s.  Copeland died in North Tarrytown, New York in 

1990. 



 
 

Note♪worthy       Page 7 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Even More Little Known 

Facts 

The song “Nine Hundred Miles” is a 

traditional railroader’s song.  It 

represents a folk style typical of hard 

working people like sailors and 

cowboys who travel far from home 

longing for their families and 

sweethearts.  The earliest recording 

is a 1924 release by Fiddlin’ John 

Carson. 

♪ 

“Can You Hear” is a piece from Jim 

Popouilis’s larger collection Sounds 

of a Better World a series of songs 

calling for a better future for 

children throughout the world. 

There are more than 40 works 

ranging from “Kusimama” (similar to 

“Betelehemu”), “There is Peace” and 

“Music Changes the World.”  All of 

the songs have been arranged for 

children’s chorus. 

♪ 

Randall Thompson was a teacher 

and composer who was born in New 

York City in 1899 and died in Boston 

in 1984.  He was noted for his choral 

music; “Alleluia” is his best known 

piece. He also composed three 

symphonies, an opera, Solomon, an 

oratorio, and The Testament of 

Freedom, a work based on words by 

Thomas Jefferson for men’s voices 

and orchestra.  

Remember!! 

 
How to use Amazon Smile to support the Chorale. 
 

 Log in to Smile.Amazon.com on your computer using your 
current user name and password. 
 

 In the box labeled “Or pick your own charitable 
organization” enter South Hills Chorale and then click on 
the Search button.  You will see South Hills Chorale Inc. 
listed. 
 

 Click on the Select button. The Chorale will be your 
permanent charity whenever you make a purchase from 
Amazon Smile. We will get 0.5% of the purchase price. 

 Finally, order as you normally would from this site.  There 
may be some purchase restrictions. 

 
Be sure to pass this information on to family and friends so we can 
get maximum benefit for the Chorale.  


